
WE GET IT DONE!
In 2012 we uncovered the extent of the animal testing the 
government was going to require for legal highs to be 
sold. This led to nationwide media coverage and an 18 
month campaign to ban animal testing for legal highs 
that we led. In May 2014 the animal testing ban was 

passed into law.

Our work on the legal highs campaign was 
acknowledged in 2014 when we were awarded the 
LUSH Prize for lobbying to end animal testing. The 

LUSH Prize is annual global award  given to individuals 
and organisations that have made significant 
contributions towards ending animal testing. 

We  are the NZ partners of the Humane Society 
International’s global Be Cruelty Free campaign. The aim 
is to end animal testing of cosmetics globally. It is active 
in India, Taiwan, Australia, Canada, China and more. We 
worked extensively on this campaign to get the ban of 

animal testing cosmetics introduced in NZ.

At the start of 2015 we reprinted the Animal Aid report 
“The Scientific Case Against the Use of Animals in 

Biomedical Research” and distributed it to all NZ facilities 
and researchers using animals in biomedical research. 

This report is available for free on our website at http://
www.nzavs.org.nz/biomed-info. 

We have information stalls at events and expos to raise 
public awareness around vivisection and our campaign 
work. We produce a magazine and leaflets that are 
distributed nationwide.

The NZAVS office in Christchurch is the home of two ex-
laboratory rats Monty and Archie. They were rescued 

from a New Zealand facility after being used in 
research. They now live happy fulfilled lives and act as 
ambassadors to raise the profile and awareness of the 

plight of rats in laboratories around NZ.

In April 2015 we launched our End the Draize campaign. The 
Draize test is the notorious rabbit skin and eye test from 
1944. NZ law still required Draize test data to approve new 
hazardous substances. After the launch of our petition, the 
media attention and campaign work, the requirement was 

removed at the end of August 2015.


