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Letter from our
Executive Director
The New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (NZAVS) is the
primary non-profit organisation defending animals used in
science in Aotearoa, New Zealand.

Kia ora koutou,
I am excited to be sharing our new magazine with you all.
It has a whole new look and feel and even a new name –
Cruelty Free NZ instead of Mobilise!

Approximately 300,000 animals are used for research,
testing and teaching purposes every year in NZ. Our aim is
to eliminate all cases that cause harm to animals. We work
to advance science without causing any suffering, for both
animals and humans.

Our Mission:

To end animal experimentation and the harmful use of
animals for research, testing and teaching in Aotearoa – for
animals, humans and science.

Our Core Beliefs:

The work we do is based on the following beliefs:
· Animals aren't commodities; they are sentient and
capable of a wide- range of emotions including pain,
fear and happiness. It is therefore morally wrong to
exploit animals.
· Research, testing and teaching should be species-specific.
Due to their many differences, no species can be an
accurate model for another. Animals can't reliably predict
the human response to drugs and disease.
· Research, testing and teaching methods should always be
non-harmful to both animals and humans. If a
non-harmful and scientifically valid research, testing or
teaching method doesn't yet exist, work should be done
to develop one rather than continuing to use a
fundamentally flawed or cruel method.

Cruelty Free NZ (previously Mobilise!):

Cruelty Free NZ is the official magazine of the New Zealand
Anti-Vivisection Society. Our first issue was created in 1982
and we still produce two issues a year for our supporters.
Past issues are available on our website
www.nzavs.org.nz/magazine
Cruelty Free NZ Magazine is printed by NZAVS © Copyright of
The New Zealand Anti Vivisection Society 2020. For advertising
and media enquiries email nzavs@nzavs.org.nz
This magazine has been printed on Certified FSC Paper
using inks which are vegan and cruelty-free.
Editor - Georgette Singer
Layout and Graphics - Georgette Singer and Nicola May
Writers and Contributors - Tara Jackson, Annelies Basten,
Shanti Ahluwalia and Georgette Singer
Proofreader - Nicole Poindexter
Photographers - Zyran Scharf (cover) and Diego Casanova
Special Thanks to - Sylvia Philcox, our NZAVS Model and to Megan
and Guy Mansell for welcoming us into their home.
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Together we are
creating a world where...

Although Mobilise! is rooted deep in our history (the first
issue was published in 1982), it is important that we adapt
and grow with society. Our hope with the new name,
Cruelty-Free NZ, is that it will resonate with more people
and enable us to reach a wider audience. These magazines
are designed to highlight all the important work that we are
achieving together, and we also want it to inspire others to
join NZAVS and help defend animals used in science!

No animals are subject to cruel and painful experiments.
People no longer believe that animals are appropriate
models for predicting human outcomes.
Viable and humane scientific methods are always used.
No more time or money is wasted on fruitless research.
Human and animal health thrive.
Science is upheld to its fullest integrity.

With this new look comes another exciting change, we
now have a Magazine Editor – Georgette Singer (formally
Georgette Jackson). No, we are not related, but our
common interests and shared passion for ending animal
experimentation (along with matching last names) might
fool some people.

Contact Us
Dight House
21 Disraeli St
Addington
Christchurch
PO Box 9387
Tower Junction
Christchurch, 8149
+64 3 379 0093
nzavs@nzavs.org.nz
www.nzavs.org.nz
Facebook.com/NZAVS

Aside from the many exciting and positive things that have
been happening at NZAVS, there have also been some dark
times, not just for our team but for everyone in Aotearoa.
COVID-19 was a shock to us all and it has negatively
impacted so many people. If you are one of those affected, I
want to extend aroha and strength to you. I hope that things
improve for you soon. Kia kaha!
Along with a global pandemic we have also been faced with
a slap of cold, harsh reality of systemic racism through the
death of George Floyd and the uprising of the Black Lives
Matter movement. If you are familiar with our core values
you will know that racism is not welcome nor tolerated at
NZAVS. We are committed to ending animal experimentation
and achieving our goals without contributing to the further
marginalisation of any group, including tangata whenua,
LGBTQIA+, and others.
I do not think we can fight for animals and their rights
while ignoring the suffering and discrimination of other
humans. I am a proud Māori wahine and I strongly believe
that everyone should have the right to feel proud of who
they are, their culture, their skin colour…diversity should be
celebrated. Diversity needs to be celebrated.

Photography of Tara and her rescue pups Kira & Oxana, by Rochel Nilendra

I also think it is important that we recognise and
acknowledge the need to continuously try and improve
and to be as inclusive as possible. For example, the NZAVS
Board has recently made the decision to have our Society
Rules reviewed to find out how they can better honour the
Treaty of Waitangi and be respectful and inclusive of Tangata
Whenua. I see this as just one of the many steps that we
will continue to make into the future to ensure that we are
acting on our core values and doing what is right and just –
embracing diversity!
I hope you feel proud and empowered after reading this
issue of Cruelty Free NZ. Thank you for so fiercely defending
animals with us!
Me mutu te whakamātau kararehe
(End experiments on animals)

Tara Jackson
NZAVS Executive Director

@endinganimaltestingnz
twitter.com/NZAntiViv
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Letter from the Editor
It is an honour and I am extremely excited to step
into this new role as Editor for the Cruelty Free
NZ Magazine, formally known as Mobilise!
For me, this is a full-circle moment, as my own
cruelty-free journey started six years ago with none
other than the New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society.
My eyes were opened to the atrocities of animal
testing as soon as I found the NZAVS website.
At that time I was a seasoned pharmacy technician
working with brands who, behind the scenes,
most certainly used animal experimentation to
formulate their products. This did not sit well with
me so an overnight decision, led by hours of
late-night research, not only inspired me to stop
purchasing cosmetics tested on animals, but also
motivated my decision to go vegan.
My own whānau and peers must have thought it was
a phase, but six years later, I’m just as passionate
now as I was on Day One. Removing animal products
from my diet was my ‘lightbulb moment’ where I
thought, “if I’m not happy with seeing animals suffer
for beauty, then why would I eat them?” The NZAVS
website was the first place I found resources for
my new passion. I spent any extra money I had
purchasing animal documentary DVDs and past
copies of Mobilise!
My enthusiasm for helping to bring animal
experimentation to an end is what drives my day to
day life.
Within the pages of this new magazine, you’ll be
delighted with the success stories our Society has
achieved. You will also notice a few new features,
as we bring you more cruelty-free beauty related
content, for readers who want to implement their
ethics into their everyday life. We have some fabulous
interviews in this edition of our winter magazine,
and an endless supply of educational articles to
inspire our continued commitment to NZAVS and
the animals who need our support.
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Continuous Action for Animals
Have You Joined the Animal Defenders Squad Yet?

About the Cover

“I know I am doing all that I can to support an end to the
suffering of animals in labs in NZ; I’m backing the great work
NZAVS does and support them all the way!”
Rose Ellen (member of the Animal Defenders Squad)
If you, like Rosa, want to make the biggest impact for
animals suffering in labs then join the Animal Defenders
Squad! ‘Animal Defenders’ is what we call the group of
people who are so fiercely against animal testing that they
give a regular donation to NZAVS.

Make yourself a nice hot drink, get comfortable
in your favourite spot, and enjoy this edition of the
Cruelty Free NZ Magazine!

Whether you can give a little or a lot, every contribution
helps. Become an Animal Defender today:
www.nzavs.org.nz/regular-giving

If you prefer to set up an automatic payment,
please make your donation out to NZAVS,
03-1700-0642447-000 reference ADS and your name.
If you are already an Animal Defenders then thank you so
much! Together we will end the suffering of animals used in
science!

The name of the group says it all really... these compassionate
people help fuel important campaigns and projects aimed at
ending animal experimentation in NZ once and for all!

-Georgette Singer
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The Animal Defenders Squad

Megan Mansell wears new NZAVS merchandise in her Auckland home.
We are proud to showcase Meg and her whānau for the first issue of Cruelty Free
NZ. Cover shoot by Zyran Scharf, Styling and Direction by Georgette Singer.
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NEW Campaign
The Launch of Our Cruelty Free Guide!
Testing cosmetics on animals is illegal in New Zealand, but
cosmetics and household products that have been tested on
animals can still be imported from overseas and are widely
sold in New Zealand stores.

Cruelty Free NZ, Issue 78 - Winter 2020

Kiwi Celebrities getting
behind our Cruelty Free Guide

New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (Inc.)

“Animal testing is needless in cosmetics. Let’s buy products and
support companies that are cruelty-free and don’t believe
in harming animals — the NZAVS Cruelty Free Guide has
everything you need to know!” — Holly Shervey (NZ Actress)

In labs around the world, countless animals such as rabbits,
guinea pigs, and mice are subject to cruel and unreliable tests
for lipstick, shampoo, dishwashing liquid, and many other
products. Approximately 500,000 animals worldwide suffer
and die just for cosmetics each year.
We wanted to ensure that we were working to change
this so we launched our very own Cruelty Free Guide.
With this new resource, our hope is to provide people with
the tools and information they need to demand a shift away
from animal testing with their purchasing power!

“Being a Drag Queen, sometimes pain is beauty. But by using
the NZAVS Cruelty Free Guide, I can be certain that no animals
were harmed in the making of this fabulousness!” Kita Mean
(Drag Queen, Comedian, and host of TVNZ's House of Drag)

Our Cruelty Free Guide promotes beauty, skincare,
body care, household, and other products that are
genuinely cruelty-free and available to purchase in
Aotearoa, New Zealand.

Check out our Cruelty Free Guide
by visiting www.crueltyfreeguide.nz
Multiple different cruelty-free lists exist, the point of
difference with ours is that all companies featured on
our Cruelty Free Guide are not affiliated with animal
testing in any way.
We also go a step further than most other cruelty-free lists by:
- Providing information on palm-oil
- Providing a list of vegan-friendly products available from
companies that aren't 100% vegan, where possible
We have strict criteria that have to be met before a company
can be featured in our Cruelty Free Guide.
One of NZAVS’ core beliefs is that animals aren’t commodities;
they are sentient and capable of a wide range of emotions,
including pain, fear, and happiness. It is, therefore, morally
wrong to exploit animals.
For this reason, we only promote vegan products on our
Cruelty Free Guide.
Some of the companies that are cruelty-free sell both vegan
and non-vegan products. In these cases, we provide a list of
the vegan-friendly products available so that people know
exactly which products are safe to purchase.
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THE CRITERIA
COMPANIES FEATURED DON'T
- Test any product ingredients or final products on animals.
- Pay anyone else to test any product ingredients or final
products on animals.
- Have a parent company that conducts or funds animal testing.
- Sell their products in mainland China (companies that sell in
Hong Kong, Taiwan or in China via e-commerce only can
still be added to our Cruelty-Free Guide).

"The Cruelty Free Guide is the perfect resource
to support the companies that support
our little (or in my case, huge) mate,”
Cori Gonzalez-Macuer (NZ Comedian)

COMPANIES FEATURED ALSO HAVE TO
- Sell some vegan-friendly products. As we are opposed to any
form of animal exploitation, we only promote vegan products
made by cruelty-free companies.
- Sell their products in NZ — either in stores or online.
If your favourite brands aren't in our Cruelty Free Guide yet
it may be because they haven't responded to our invitation
to apply! You can send an application to any of your favourite
brands and encourage them to apply to be featured in our
exciting new resource. The application form can be found at
www.nzavs.org.nz/application

“Having the NZAVS Cruelty Free Guide with me wherever
I go gives me peace of mind that I am only buying products
that are cruelty-free and can support companies that
don't test on animals." Megan Mansell - Radio presenter
and YouTube vlogger
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Always entertaining us with her brilliant stories, Megan Mansell, hosts The Edge
Radio station’s morning show ‘Dom, Meg & Randell’ with her male counterparts.
Stimulating listeners, keeping her finger on the pulse of pop culture and playing
the newest music, Megan talks to us about how she remains grounded and
empathetic in her industry as well as her passion for cruelty-free beauty.
Interviewed by Georgette Singer – Editor

We’re welcomed by a familiar voice.
Megan’s bubbly personality has always carried effortlessly
along the airways, into our workplaces, cars, and homes, so
it’s no surprise to hear the same cheeky tones calling to us
from inside the house. As regular listeners of The Edge Radio
station, we knew we had the right house. Megan Mansell
provides positivity and empowering truth for listeners to the
airways each morning between 6am – 10am every weekday.
Megan, or as she’s known on-air: Meg, uses her platform to
speak on many different topics.
“You don’t mind dogs, do you?” Meg asks as we approach
her front door. “We love dogs,” we are quick to reply. While
we are excited to meet Megan, to have her as our cover girl
and to shoot photos together, we’d be lying if we said we
weren’t just as excited to meet her rescue dog Nala. As we
come through the front door, Nala sniffs us to make sure we
are ok. We apparently meet her criteria and after a few more
sniffs, just to be sure, the fun begins! Megan’s husband, Guy,
greets us with a warm welcome (though not nearly with as
many sniffs as Nala) and the pair sit down with our team to
talk.
When asked about their beautiful dog Nala and her
adoption story, Megan eagerly replies, “she is a mix of a bit of
everything - pitbull, German shepherd, bull terrier, rottweiler,
and bulldog! We bought ourselves a Christmas gift of finding
out her breed a couple of years ago and it was so exciting
getting the results. Of course, her breed doesn't matter to us,
rescue dogs are always a bit of a ‘pick and mix’ and that's why
we love her.” Nala licks our photographer as he shuffles the
room around and finds the best lighting. Megan continues,
“she is two and a half years old and we adopted her through
HURRAH (Humane Rescue, Rehabilitation, and Rehoming
Charitable Trust). We support all rescue animal charities,
but Aimee at HURRAH really helped us out when we
were nervous about adopting our first dog. We also knew
people may not warm to her because of the way she looks.
It's heart-breaking seeing some reactions to her, and we’ve
even had people cross the road so they don't have to walk
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next to her. We bought her a little jacket to wear that says
“she's friendly” on it. She was found by another dog and dog
walker at around (estimated) three weeks old, when she had
been dumped at a park alone in Auckland.”
As we look through the new NZAVS-branded tops with
Megan and Guy, Nala’s excitement to be our next big
magazine star grows and grows. “I think she’s showing off”
remarks Guy as he takes an extremely animated Nala into
another room whilst I quiz Megan about her passion for
remaining cruelty-free.
“It’s very important to me that I’m only using brands who
don’t test on animals. I only work with brands who are
cruelty-free. If more people knew about animal testing,
I’m sure they’d make the same decision. Most of the time,
people aren’t choosing to be cruel to animals on purpose.
It’s the brands who are sneaky, they hide their animal testing.”
Megan admits she used many brands who she thought were
‘cruelty-free’, but explains when digging further, she found
out some horrible truths. “It’s very upsetting that some
brands aren’t transparent with their products. I’ve educated
my family and I’ll often show my Mum new brands instead
of the big names like L’Oreal who continue to test overseas.”
Megan knows all too well about parent companies and
their high bids to obtain smaller brands who have remained
cruelty-free from conception. “Parent companies are hidden,
and until you’ve dug a little deeper to find out who owns a
smaller company, you don’t know where your money is going
or who it is supporting. Now we can use the new Cruelty-Free
Guide by NZAVS! It’s so fantastic to have this guide because
I don’t have to spend lots of time researching, and most
people either don’t have the time or wouldn’t know where to
start.”
The same belief that we have at NZAVS, Megan also shares.
The belief that being beautiful is more about who you are on
the inside, what you support, and what your core values are,
rather than how you appear on the outside.
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Megan is positively both stunning and has a heart of gold!
“It wouldn’t sit right with me to use make-up that was tested
on an animal, or scarred an animal blind, to find out if it’s
suitable for human eyes. These tests are outdated and
extremely cruel.”
We love a strong woman who speaks out for those in need.
Megan has always recognised the change she can make
when using her platform and in late 2018, she took to the
air to speak about body positivity. Sharing her advice on
how to remain positive and to focus on the good, Meg
opened up about the online bullying she and other women
have received. Even today, on average, we see over 300
images per day via TV, Facebook, and various social media
platforms. The Internet can often be flooded with cruel
messages on diets, image, and social status. We also see
‘perfect’ body types perpetuated in the health and fitness
areas or beauty industries, pushing not only dangerous new
diet trends, but ‘fabulous’ new beauty products promising
more youthful and radiant complexions. But at what cost?
Often these elite beauty brands also hide the horrible reality
of long and inhumane animal tests undertaken before their
products are put on the market.
Megan has previously shared her own personal stories
about suffering with an eating disorder and being extremely
focused on appearances in her early 20s - a cruel outcome of
the world around us constantly showcasing thin models and
other false realities in beauty industry branding. “I've tried to
be really open and vulnerable over my years on radio, it can
be hard, confronting, and it can also open you up to a lot of
Page 10
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criticism and negativity. I work really hard to make sure that
what I say on air, and the messages I put across, are inclusive
and empathetic. I always try and put myself in others’
positions, and I don't get it right anywhere near 100% of
the time but then I try to do better next time. We have some
really selfless and amazing listeners, and the support can
sometimes be overwhelming. I remember recently opening
up about how I was struggling to fight against old eating
disorder habits when my wedding date was looming and I
was inundated with messages of support from women who
remember feeling the same way in the lead up to their
wedding day. That's why I love radio, there's this instant
connection you get to make with people.”
Megan has been with The Edge Radio station for nearly 7
years. Since she has the ‘gift of the gab’ we wanted to learn
from her and so we asked, “what's your 'go-to' phrase or way
of educating your peers and family about animal testing?”
Smiling, Meg replies, “I'm pretty blunt with it, someone may
suggest a brand for me to work with or buy and I'll just say,
‘they test on animals, so no thanks!’ I know it can be an easy
excuse to just 'block out' that your favourite foundation
brand tests on animals, but if you get really honest with
yourself when you’re looking in the mirror, no makeup item
is worth putting animals through torture and pain. Especially
since so many amazing brands are cruelty-free and make
incredible products.” She reminds us to “have fun with finding
your new favourite brand! Look up the NZAVS Cruelty-Free
guide and try E.L.F or The Body Shop or another brand on the
list and support the companies that are doing the right thing
and hopefully, the others will follow.”
Page 11

Cruelty Free NZ, Issue 78 - Winter 2020

Megan’s husband Guy also works in radio. His current job
as a technical advisor for the new Mediaworks building on
Hargreaves Street, sees him training the announcers and
producers across all brands on how to use their new
state-of-the-art studios. Guy is looking forward to his new
full time position as a producer on ‘The Morning Rumble’
for The Rock radio station. “I'm super excited to start the job
and can't wait to work with the team on some great content.
It also means I'll be getting up early with Meg, which will be
nice.”
He also gushes about his wife and her positive message for
Aotearoa, “I'm always supportive of Meg and her choices
of purchasing products that are animal cruelty free. My
experience of purchasing those products are for when I'm
buying her a present, I know exactly where to shop and
what she likes. It's just bizarre that companies a) Still test on
animals and b) They try to hide their testing behind parent
companies. Being with Meg has opened my eyes to these
practices and although I don't use the products myself,
I always endeavor to teach others about where to buy
animal cruelty free products.”
We wanted to know, what are Megan’s top cruelty-free
beauty products that she can’t live without? “I love
RevitaLash - I didn't think it was working on me until,
what felt like overnight, my eyelashes were incredibly long!
I've recently started using Doll Face - which is a new New
Zealand brand located in my hometown, Lower Hutt. Their
newest release of Liquid Lipsticks are so good. Really high
Page 12
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quality and vegan! These lipsticks are the first product they
have made vegan and they’re phasing into a 100% vegan
line which is exciting. I also love The Body Shop - I use their
lipsticks each day, and I love their mascaras too.
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New NZAVS Merch

We know Megan is a confident and empowering role model
for young women, young adults, and anyone in this world
looking for positive influence. NZAVS is proud to work
with Megan Mansell to showcase our new Cruelty-Free
Guide featuring brands readily available to buy in Aotearoa.
If you’d like to follow Megan on social media, be sure to visit
her Instagram page @meganonair for home and style
pictures, beauty, and body positivity…not to mention
adorable photos of our favourite superstar rescue dog, Nala.
NZAVS graciously thanks Megan, Guy, and Nala for
allowing us into their home and life, for a fantastic
and fun-filled photo shoot.

All photographs by Zyran Scharf, direction by Georgette Singer.
Hair and Makeup, Megan’s own styling.
Megan and Guy wear new NZAVS Black Polo and T-shirts, available online
www.nzavs.org.nz/shop

www.nzavs.org.nz/shop
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COVID-19 and Animal Testing
With the rapid spread of Coronavirus around the world,
many of our supporters are wondering what this means
for animals used in science. Understandably, countless
researchers are now trying to find a vaccine as quickly as
possible, and we agree wholeheartedly that this is a top
priority. Humans receiving proper healthcare and
treatment is something we are and have always been
in full support of.

coronavirus. There has sadly been an increase in demand for
mice who have been genetically modified in
an attempt to try and better model COVID-19 in humans.
Rather than continuing down this unreliable and misleading
path, sophisticated 21st-century technologies should be
utilised instead.

Typically, possible human vaccines would undergo animal
testing before moving on to human trials due to outdated
laws and regulations, old fashioned mindsets, vested
interests and other factors. With the use of animals to try
and model the human response to drugs and disease failing
95% of the time we can't ignore the elephant in the room:
Animal testing isn't reliable, and this isn't the time to
lean on a broken model.

are using outdated and unreliable animal tests! One study1
being conducted in the US has skipped some animal trials
entirely as a way of fast-tracking the discovery of a vaccine.
The animal model would just slow vaccine development
down without producing useful data.

Instead, it's a crucial time for scientists to utilise
human-relevant research and testing methods to
ensure that we find a vaccine as quickly as possible!

ANIMALS BEING USED IN CRUEL AND INEFFECTIVE
TESTS The COVID-19 outbreak has triggered the start of

cruel and outdated experiments on animals around the world
including on primates, ferrets, pigs, hamsters and mice.
We are yet to hear of any confirmed cases of animal
experiments for COVID-19 in NZ. However, researchers at
the University of Otago and the Malaghan Institute have
publicly announced their plans to use mice in COVID-19
related research even though mice are naturally resistant to
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THE SUPERIOR AND ETHICAL RESEARCH METHODS
BEING UTILISED The good news is that not all researchers

The innovative research being conducted by some scientists
is truly inspirational and includes three-dimensional human
respiratory tissue models and human liver models, which
provide real hope of combatting COVID-19 and inspires
better preparation to address future pandemics.
There are plenty of ethical and effective methods of research
that do not require animals such as epidemiology studies,
computer-based techniques, human cell and tissue cultures,
tissue engineering, organ-on-a-chip microfluidics, and many
more.
A recent study examined non-animal models2 for developing
vaccines for certain viruses and determined human-mimetic
tools (such as the examples previously listed) are more likely
to result in a successful vaccine than experiments on mice
and monkeys.

WHAT WE ARE DOING
- Encouraging the scientists getting it right: We joined a
global coalition to thank the scientists who are fighting
against COVID-19 without the use of animals! Over 15,000
people from 40 different countries signed our thank you
letter. More about this on page 26.

- Encouraging the NZ Government to prioritise funding of
human-relevant research into COVID-19: We have reached
out to key decision-makers in NZ, provided them with
important information and invited them to discuss this issue
with us in person.

- Encouraging a global shift away from the use of animal
experiments: We signed an open letter spearheaded by
Animal Defenders International (ADI) and signed by nearly
100 experts, academics, and other concerned parties, calling
for advanced non-animal research methods to be prioritised
to accelerate the discovery and use of effective vaccines and
treatments for COVID-19.

- Exposing the institutes planning animal experiments for
COVID-19 created research in NZ: We share this news publicly
to hold these institutes and researchers accountable.
1. https://www.livescience.com/coronavirus-vaccine-trial-no-animal-testing.
html
2. https://www.sciencetimes.com/articles/23013/20190624/using-newgroundbreaking-human-mimetic-tools-to-combat-the-world-s-deadliestinfections.htm
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The University of Otago will be left behind in the dark
ages while we shift our efforts to work with other groups,
including legislators and other decision-makers.
The University of Otago is just one small piece of a larger
puzzle. That doesn’t mean they will fall out of our story
entirely. Their role is just changing. Otago is determined to be
the villain of our story, so it is time we treated them as such!
We want universities and other decision-makers in the
industry to know that there are very real consequences for
continuing to use animals in their research, testing, and
teaching.
So now instead of targeting Otago directly, we will highlight
the animal abuse they conduct to put wider pressure on the
animal testing industry. We’re planning some campaigns that
will go above and beyond the University of Otago. Exposing
the abuse that happens there, however, remains a key part
of our plan. One example of how we can target the wider
industry is our upcoming Striking at the Source campaign,
where we will aim to go to the heart of the fundamental
drivers of animal experimentation.

Executive Director, Tara Jackson, holds megaphone and leads protestors outside the site where the new lab is being built – (13/8/16)

Campaign Update

Like NZAVS, the Stop the Otago Animal Labs campaign is
growing and evolving and will be replaced by a stronger,
bigger campaign. Stay tuned to our social media sites and
our website for updates on our next big moves. You can
follow us on Instagram @endinganimaltestingnz and
LIKE our Facebook Page www.facebook.com/NZAVS
Below: Delivering a Valentine's Day card & presents to the University of Otago. Each of the eleven presents
represents a type of animal used by the University in 2015, accumulating to a total of over 13,000 animals - (14/2/17)

Stop the Otago Animal Labs
In 2016, the University of Otago did the unthinkable –
they announced they would be developing a $50 million
animal lab. Together with our supporters, NZAVS led a
massive response to this decision, calling on the University
to drop the lab. We asked them to reconsider their decision
to waste $50 million on a new animal laboratory. Throwing
so much money at faulty and out-dated science is a step in
the wrong direction. The University of Otago, however, is
ploughing ahead with building the lab anyway.

Another way NZAVS have applied pressure on The
University of Otago; We tried to make the smallest of
requests - for them to stop killing animals for their classroom
dissections - but we have now heard back that they are even
refusing this! NZAVS supports a long list of non-harmful
teaching methods, and we launched a new campaign to
promote these in our last issue. To find out more about the
teaching methods that we promote visit:
www.nzavs.org.nz/the-solutions

NZAVS Takes action

Looking Forward

We have been campaigning against the Forced Swim Test
across the country, flip to page 25 to learn more about this.
The Forced Swim Test involves forcing small animals, such as
rats or mice, to swim in an inescapable beaker of water until
they ‘give up’ and float. Some researchers use the test as a
misguided attempt to mimic depression or hopelessness in
humans.

The University of Otago could have been the hero of
our story. They could have been an example for all other
universities to follow. Being a world leader in modern,
human-relevant science is something every university should
strive for. But Otago was not willing to be the hero; instead,
they have chosen to stay in the dark ages.

Dropping animals into water and forcing them to swim to
exhaustion is a faulty test that teaches us nothing about
humans, but The University of Otago made public statements
in support of the Forced Swim Test.
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Around the country, there are other universities and
organisations that are much more willing to work with us
on moving into the future of science – a future where
human-relevant methods replace faulty, animal-based ones.
We have built some promising new relationships.

Above: We gathered outside the site where the lab is being built in honour of World Day for Lab Animals
to highlight the growing opposition to animal-based research. We were lucky enough to have James
Aspey attend the rally and lead the march! - (22/4/17)

Above: We hung 11,358 card hearts on the wall of the site where the new animal lab is being built.
Each heart represented one of the animals who were killed by the University of Otago during the
previous year (2015) - (1/11/16)
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Meet Winston the Pig
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dig and dig and dig. All Winston wants is to be is what he’s
always truly been- a wild boar! What struck me right away
was actually how similar Winston was to Kocomo, our wild
Captain Cook boar. They gravitated to each other right
away- displaying the same posturing and behaviour and
speaking the same language. Winston is far from the
subdued, docile research facility creature I was half expecting.
He’s a magnificent, powerful beast. Which makes everything
he’s been denied by being raised in a sterile, concrete, indoor
prison, all the worse.
Q: What is your favourite thing about Winston?
His eyes! They are so expressive and sensitive. It was the look
in his eyes in the photo of him at the research facility that
completely captivated me in the first place. And his woolly
curls. Originating from the sub-Antarctic Islands, he has the
most luxurious wool and long thick hair. We joke that he’s our
baby bison.
Q: How did you decide to adopt Winston and how hard
was it to get him to his new home?

Our hearts sang as we watched the video shared on national television of Winston, the Auckland Island Pig,
who was rescued from a research facility in New Zealand. We imagine many other Kiwis felt the same joy and
relief as us as we watched ‘Winnie’ step out of the truck, feel the grass on his trotters and roll in mud for the first
time. Freedom was written all over his grubby, but adorable little face. Freedom from a life he can’t tell us about.
We also cannot tell you exactly what he went through. The only people that can are either subject to a
confidentiality agreement or they don’t want the negative backlash that would likely follow any public
admission of being involved in animal testing. We can, however, give you a brief overview of the
Auckland Island pigs and introduce you to Winston and his rescuer, Tara Sutherland.

We were so touched and inspired by Winston’s story, we knew
we had to talk to Tara, to interview her and find out more
about him and their new life together.
Q. We’d love to know more about you and where
you’re from? What can you tell our readers about
your experience in rescuing pigs etc?
I live on the beautiful Banks Peninsula with my husband
Ryan and our extended family of animal children! I teach
at the local primary school and I’m also a vet nurse. Rescuing
and providing a wonderful forever home for animals is our
passion, so we started Sutherland Sanctuary several years
ago and it’s been slowly growing ever since. Last year we
finally found and bought our dream 10-acre property, which
has given us the opportunity to provide sanctuary to more
animals- like Winston!
I grew up on the other side of the world in Toronto, Canada
and have always loved animals. I was raised in a family that
valued every life, regardless of species, and viewed every
pet and wildlife rescue (there were many!) as members of
our family. Living in the big city though, I always dreamed of
escaping to the country…luckily I met Ryan, a country boy,
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The decision to offer Winston a forever home was a knee-jerk
moment for me, that look in his eyes as he stared out from
his concrete pen with its metal bars… the knowledge that
I could help save him from a research facility… it was one
of those once-in-a-lifetime moments that you just have to
say yes to! The process of actually securing his freedom and
getting him here was a different story altogether. Adopting
a large boar from a research facility at the other end of the
country during a global pandemic and nation-wide lockdown
was nothing short of mission impossible! I definitely lost a lot
of sleep during Level 4, knowing I wasn’t allowed to travel up
to get him, but being told that time was running out for him
if I didn’t!

and after I completed my degree we decided to seize a
once-in-a-lifetime chance and move to New Zealand!
We fell in love with this place and decided to stay (well,
pretty soon we had too many pets to ever leave). I found
my purpose in rescuing animals - particularly pigs!
Our pig family is comprised of one large white cross who we
rescued from the Christchurch City Pound, one wild boar
who I hand-reared from 4 days old after his mother and
siblings were killed by pig hunters, a Captain Cook cross
who we adopted from the SPCA on Christmas eve, and two
handsome Kune Kunes- and now Winston, our very special
Auckland Island boy!
Q: Can you tell us a bit about Winston? What are his likes
and dislikes, and how is he different from other pigs that
you’ve rescued before?
Winston is truly an amazing boy! His bravery in the face of all
he’s endured, and his ability to embrace his new life here with
us is just remarkable. As you may have seen, Winston loves to
root. The first thing he did when he stepped onto grass
for the first time was shovel his nose into the earth and
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Thanks to Tara and Winnie for
allowing us to interview them,
and for sharing their story!

Everything that could have gone wrong pretty much did, and
I knew that failing him would haunt me forever. But Winston
must have had guardian angels watching over him. I’m so
grateful that some wonderful humans pulled together to
help me save him at the last moment. I couldn’t have done
it without SAFE (Saving Animals From Exploitation) and TFS
Horse Transport, they were amazing.
Q: Do you think much about his life before you adopted
him? If so, how does it make you feel?
I try to put my rescue animals’ past lives behind them, and
focus on the new life I’m giving them… but of course, with a
history like Winston’s, it’s hard not to imagine it, and it’s hard
not to see the lingering signs of it in his fearful behaviour and
reluctance to trust me. When I do think about it, the anger
almost strangles me. The thought that these magnificent,
intelligent beings are being locked away, denied every
outdoor experience and sensation…for the sake of trying
to treat human diseases, it’s revolting.

Q: Do you have anything that you’d like to say directly
to NZAVS supporters who are the driving force behind
the work that we do towards ending against animal
testing in NZ?
Thank you! People like you help redeem our species!
What you’re doing in advocating for the end of animals
in research is going to save so many beautiful souls like
Winston.
Q: Is there anything else you’d like to say?
I’d like to share my favourite Maori proverb:
'Whāia te iti kahurangi, ki te tuohu koe, me he maunga teitei’
which translates to: ‘Pursue that which is precious to you and
let nothing less than a lofty mountain stand in your way’.
I think there was never a more poignant time to remember
this and to focus our passion on what matters most. Life is
complicated for us humans, and those of us that care, carry
a heavy burden sometimes. It eases my burden to know that
Winston is rolling in the mud - happy and free!
You can learn more about the Auckland Island Pigs and what
they are used for on our website: www.nzavs.org.nz
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Kiwisaver and Animal Testing
You may be wondering how Kiwisaver, a voluntary savings
scheme to help set you up for your retirement could possibly
be related to animal testing. Unfortunately, the main
KiwiSaver plans still invest in some of the biggest animal
testing companies in the world. The good news is that there
is now an ethical option available — CareSaver!
We recently discovered CareSaver, a KiwiSaver plan that
goes further than simply avoiding companies that harm our
society – they seek out companies actively making a positive
difference. CareSaver avoids companies and/or industries
causing environmental or social harm, including animal
testing, factory farming or other forms of animal exploitation.
In their ethical investment policy it states:
"Animal testing: We do not believe it is ethical to test
products on animals. Accordingly, we avoid investing in any
company that engages in animal testing..."

More good news: It's really easy to take action and make the
switch!
If you decide to make the switch, there is an added bonus
for animals used in science: If your KiwiSaver is over $5k,
Caresaver donates $100 to NZAVS for every supporter
making the switch! So that we get the donation, please
make sure you put 'NZAVS' as the campaign code.
Making the switch is easy.
1. Go to the Caresaver website to read more:
www.caresaver.co.nz
2. Fill out the form. You will need your IRD number as well as
a passport or driving licence.
Or you can get in touch with the team at NZAVS and we can
point you in the right direction, email us: nzavs@nzavs.org.nz
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Caresaver also donates 20% of their fees to
charities. You can pick the charity you want
to support. We’ve looked into which charity
partners fund animal testing and Breast Cancer
Cure is the only current Charity Partner that we
are aware of who has a connection with animal
testing. However, they did confirm that they will
not use any funding from CareSaver towards
research involving animal testing.
To be safe, we suggest choosing one of the
following charities to support:
Project Jonah
Youthline
Rainbow Youth

We are very grateful that Caresaver is donating $100
to NZAVS for every supporter who makes the switch
to Caresaver (if you have over $5k in your Kiwisaver).
However, Caresaver wants to make it clear that this
gesture is "not meant to be a motivation for their
switch - it is critical they choose us because of a
values alignment and they are comfortable we can
generate the returns they want."
Making a switch like this has an instant impact.
You will be redirecting money away from cruel
and unreliable animal tests, towards more ethical
investments!
Legal Disclaimer: Pathfinder Asset Management is the issuer of the
CareSaver KiwiSaver Plan. Visit www.caresaver.co.nz for a Product
Disclosure Statement. Past returns do not indicate future results.
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Interview with John Berry - Co-Founder
and CEO of Caresaver
We wanted to find more out about the person
behind this project. What inspired the idea of ethical
investments and what does he hope for the future
for animals? We sat down with John to find out
more.
Why are ethical investments so important to you?
You must have a strong passion for this cause to
create Caresaver, what drives this passion?
We all understand as consumers that how we
choose to spend our money has a big impact on
the world. When I started my career as a lawyer I
realised early on that how we spend our time also
has an impact. The penny dropped for me when
I shifted my career into investment banking and
finance and I saw how we invest our money has
a very significant impact on our planet. I want a
prosperous world, but I also want a world that
is fair and in good shape for future generations.
We are not going down the right path to achieve
all that, and I want to do what I can to help right
that. Like most people I want to leave the world
in a better place for our kids – and at the moment
we have huge challenges from climate change,
environmental degradation and inequality. Things
have to change and ethical investing can help drive
that change.
How has ethical investing changed over time and
how did it lead you to avoid investing in animal
testing? Is this something you always wanted to
exclude from Caresaver?
Social values evolve over time and so does ethical
investing. When we launched our first ethical fund in
2010 most people told us we were mad and that no
one cared about aligning values and investments.
But by 2016 there was a big shift where Kiwis
expected their fund manager at a minimum to
avoid companies involved in harmful activities like
tobacco, landmines and gambling. At that time we
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went further by avoiding fossil fuel companies which fuel
climate change (there are no oil, gas or coal companies
in CareSaver). Our next step was to not just avoid the
harmful but to focus investment into ‘good’ companies
measured on environmental and social metrics and invest
in sustainable themes like renewable energy, water and
data. When we launched CareSaver KiwiSaver we felt
good about taking a step further and screening for animal
exploitation.
What about other forms of animal exploitation?
Is Caresaver also vegan-friendly?
Veganism is a massive movement based around personal
values, health concerns and climate change awareness.
We turned one of our funds (our Global Water Fund) into
New Zealand’s first ‘vegan-friendly’ fund in 2018. Plenty
of people laughed at us, plenty of others encouraged us.
We launched CareSaver last year and believe it is the only
KiwiSaver that’s vegan-friendly. We avoid factory farming
(in fact any farming), animals for entertainment, animal
testing for consumer goods and pharma companies that
test on animals. Testing cosmetic products on animals
is unethical. Medical testing like the ‘forced swim test’ is
disgraceful – as well as ineffective and outdated. We don’t
support these practices.
What are the big positive changes for animals that you
see Caresaver creating or contributing to in the next 10
years?
We’re encouraging change by raising important issues
around being an investor and being ethical. Climate
change, animal exploitation, responsible corporate
behaviour – if investors care about these then there is now
a KiwiSaver option for them. By raising the discussion
and having investors move to us (we recently had our
one-thousandth member!) we will force other providers
to change over time and lift their game in relation to
concern for animal exploitation. We also want to make a
difference in our communities by running CareSaver on a
social enterprise model. We support 17 charities and want
to provide significant annual funding to their social and
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environmental causes over the next decade – some like
Project Jonah benefit animals and their habitats, others
like Youthline provide critical social services. It’s great
being able to help them.
What would you say to someone who is on the fence
about switching to Caresaver because they don’t think
that one person changing will have an impact?
KiwiSaver is around $60 billion of investment owned
by all New Zealanders who are KiwiSaver members.
Whether your balance is $1,000 or $100,000 you are
part of that $60 billion. I believe we should use that
huge collective investment to encourage changes in
corporate behaviour. Companies should not be acting
just to maximise short term profit for shareholders – they
should be thinking long-term. They should be considering
communities, suppliers, employees and consumers as well
as shareholders. They will make more money long-term if
they take this approach – and they will also improve our
world. So to someone on the fence, I’d say how you invest
matters and has ‘real world’ consequences. You can invest
in line with your values and still get good returns.
Is there anything else you’d like to add?
Getting good returns is really important to us. We don’t
think people should invest ethically and then end up
with less in retirement. In the 10 months from when we
launched to 31 May this year, CareSaver’s growth fund is
over 6% ahead of the four largest growth KiwiSaver funds.
We question why, if you care about ethical investing
(especially animal exploitation) and still want good
returns, would you stay with these large providers? It only
takes two minutes to switch – and to align your investing
and your values.
Find out more about Caresaver at www.caresaver.co.nz

John, Caresaver Co-Founder & CEO,
with his golden Labrador Grady.
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Legal work

·
Research has been conducted into the different
legal requirements for animal testing in NZ. This information
is vital! We need to know what areas we need to target to
make positive changes for animals suffering in labs.
The final report is not far off!
·
Earlier this year in January, we made a joint submission
with the New Zealand Animal Law Association, to the EPA
(Environmental Protection Authority) on proposed changes
relating to hazardous substances in NZ. It is important that
our voices are heard when decisions like this are being made.
It is an opportunity to fight new regulatory changes which
may negatively impact animals used in science.
Campaigns

What you have helped make happen
NZAVS members, donors, and supporters help fuel the
important work to end animal experimentation in Aotearoa,
New Zealand. Here’s a quick overview of what we’ve been
able to achieve in the past six months because of all of you.
Together, we are a force to be reckoned with!

Rebranding

We have changed our image to reflect a more modern time.
We now have a new NZAVS logo along with new campaign
logos. We need to engage with and educate as many people
as possible; this will be a lot easier with this fresh, new look!

Website updates

Our website is the best place to go to find out about animal
experimentation in NZ. Since this industry is so huge and
complex, however, there was still a lot more information
we needed to add in and make accessible to the public.
These are some of the main updates that have been made:
·
Proof that animal experimentation is flawed:
This is a new section on our website. It is a library of
research papers and other resources that will help you
learn more about animal experimentation, the solutions
and alternatives, and why the use of animal models to try
and predict the human response to drugs and disease is
fundamentally flawed.
Check it out here: https://nzavs.org.nz/research-papers
·
Case Studies: This is a section that is still in progress
though a lot of work has been done on it already. It will be an
overview of all the different animals used in NZ for research,
testing, and teaching purposes and how they are used.
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Once launched, it will be an incredible tool to educate Kiwis
and expose the industry.
·
The Cruelty-Free Guide: More on this below!

COVID-19

We were able to act quickly and ensure that NZAVS was a part
of the public discussion on the use of animals in the search
for treatments and vaccines for COVID-19. It is important that
we continue to highlight the lack of predictive value animals
have for humans, especially during such unprecedented
times.
We also knew that it was important that we helped
spread hope and positivity during this time so we joined a
global coalition to highlight and encourage the scientists
conducting the right kind of research – viable and ethical
research that does not involve the use of animals! Over
15,000 people signed our Thank You Letter to these scientists
and together we were able to highlight the fact that there are
better methods of research that should be utilised.

·
We have been engaged in ongoing work to end the
Forced Swim Test in NZ, including making a presentation
at Parliament, meeting with universities, contacting and
arranging meetings with key stakeholders and
decision-makers, collaborating with other organisations
in Australia and the US, online actions and more!
·
We launched a mini-campaign about Kiwisaver
investments and are encouraging people to switch to
an ethical investor that is not affiliated with animal testing
or any other form of animal exploitation.
·
We launched our Cruelty-Free NZ campaign aimed
at continuing to encourage the shift away from testing
cosmetics and household products on animals. At the
center of this campaign is our new Cruelty-Free Guide.
This promotes beauty, skincare, body care, and household
products that are 100% cruelty-free!
·
We followed up with all city Councils in NZ to encourage
the creation of a policy to prevent the rehoming of dogs
to institutes that want to use them for research, testing, or
teaching purposes. The results of this were positive!
·
More animals used for research, testing, or teaching
purposes have been rehomed thanks to our Out of the Labs
campaign with HUHA (Helping You Help Animals). An even
bigger win with this campaign is that Massey University
replaced the use of mice in one of their teaching exercises.
We will no longer have to rehome the mice used in this paper
as they will not have been bred for it and used in the first
place!

Exposés

·
We exposed the fistulation of cows and other animals
in NZ – this is a cruel research practice that is still being used
today!
·
We also exposed the ongoing exploitation of the
Auckland Island pigs, including the use of their cells in cruel
experiments overseas. These experiments also involved
kittens in Australia and monkeys in China.
By exposing the types of experiments being conducted
on animals in NZ, we can rapidly educate a wider reach
of Kiwis, create outrage and uproar, and in turn demand
legislative and systemic change. We send the same message
to institutes using animals each time we expose a cruel test
– that animal experimentation will not be tolerated by the
public. Its social licence is going to expire soon and it is time
for change!

Future Plans

Here is a quick overview of the projects we have planned for
the next six months, all of which will only be possible because
of you!
-

Turning our Stop the Otago Animal Labs campaign
into something bigger and better and “Striking at the
Source” instead!

-

Further work to end the Forced Swim Test in NZ.

-

Launching a Kind Education campaign that focuses on
ending the harmful use of animals for teaching
purposes (i.e. the use of animal dissections).

-

Launching an animal agriculture campaign to expose
the connection between animal testing and the use of
animals for their milk, meat, eggs, etc. in NZ.

-

Turning our Cruelty-Free Guide into an app to increase
its reach and have a bigger impact for animals!
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World Day for Animals in Labs 2020
This year we had to get creative amid the lockdowns
caused by COVID-19 and take action online. We teamed
up with other anti-vivisection organisations around the
globe to do something positive and empowering that
would make a big Impact for animals!
In honour of World Day for Animals in Labs, we joined a
global coalition aimed at thanking the scientists that are
fighting against COVID-19 without the use of animals.
Together with Humane Research Australia, US-based In Defense
of Animals, and UK-based Animal Justice Project, we showed
support for the development of safe and effective treatments
and vaccines without the use of outdated, unreliable, and
inherently cruel animal testing.
A health crisis highlights the need for fast-moving and
effective research. The high-pressure public demands for
COVID-19 treatments and vaccine needs to propel the
research community to urgently shift towards reliable,
human-relevant medical studies.
The innovative research being conducted by some scientists
is truly inspirational and includes three-dimensional human
respiratory tissue models and human liver models, which
provide real hope of combatting COVID-19 and inspires
better preparation to address future pandemics.
There are plenty of ethical and effective methods of research
that do not require animals such as epidemiology studies,
computer-based techniques, human cell and tissue cultures,
tissue engineering, organ-on-a-chip microfluidics, and many
more.
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Below: Genesis Butler, 11-year-old animal rights activist and ethical vegan.
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Above: Kiwi Painter & Artist, Lynda Bell, showing her support.

Over 15,000 people from over 40 different countries signed
our thank you letter to scientists conducting the right kind of
research.
The letter was sent to the following innovative and ethical
institutes that are conducting COVID-19 research without
the use of animals around the world:
Epithelix
MatTex Life Science
Yumab
Immundnz
STEMCELL Technologies
IIVS
InSphero
We were overwhelmed by the support this campaign
received – it was clear that people loved the positive spin and
enjoyed giving credit to scientists who do not hurt animals!
So many people sent in photos of support and we loved
receiving every single one! We also had multiple experts
support the call for ethical and human research methods to
be utilised.
World-famous “Project Nim” primatologist, Robert Ingersoll,
(pictured opposite) was one of the experts backing
the United for Animals in Labs coalition to support the
researchers who are conducting COVID-19 research without
the use of animals: “Using non-human primates, mice and any
animals to find a cure for viruses, such as the coronavirus, which
won’t be the last one we see, is not only unethical but produces
vastly inaccurate results and quite simply takes too long."

Above: Bob Ingersoll (primate specialist renowned for the documentary ‘Project Nim’)
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Dr Andre Menache (Veterinary Surgeon and Scientific
Consultant) also backed the call for ethical research. Dr
Menache believes that “we need to fund research that does
not use animals, so we are ready with models that are quicker,
more efficient, more cost-effective and have better predictive
outcomes."
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Animals in Science Custodians...

Prof. Andrew Knight (New Zealand, American, European and
UK veterinary specialist in animal welfare) supported this
too and stated that "we have tended historically to rely upon
animals as models of human patients when seeking to develop
new medicines. However, we know from a really substantial
body of research in recent years and indeed decades that animal
models overall are not sufficiently predictive for human patients."
This global coalition was important as not only did it show
support for the scientists already doing great work without
the use of animals, but it sends a powerful message to other
scientists – animal experimentation is going to end and it’s
time to change!

Above: UK Vegan Artist, Kate Louise Powell, showing her support.

An undying commitment to defend animals
An Undying Commitment to End Animal
Experimentation
Join the exclusive NZAVS legacy circle
Animals in Science Custodians
Some might find it uncomfortable to talk about
bequests, as it has to do about death. But in
actual fact, bequest conversations are all about
life, your life right now in its fullest glory.
What is important to you? What do you feel
passionate about? What are the causes you
believe in? What do you get fired up about?

So many Kiwis do not have a will, which could
mean potentially a lifetime of good intention,
compassion and dedication for animals has been
lost.
We recommend talking to a solicitor or a trustee
company before you make a will or change your
current one.
Talk to us about your intentions or email us at
legacies@nzavs.org.nz for more information.

Leaving a gift in your will for a cause you care
about is all about letting your values live on
long after you've gone. It gives you peace of mind
that the injustices you are fighting in your lifetime,
will continue to be fought. Your commitment to
defend animals carries on in perpetuity:
An undying commitment to end animal
experimentation.
Make your own personal mark on the future of
animals by continuing to support a cause you
believe in, a cause which best expresses your
values.
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Above: Kiwi Singer, Tiki Taane and his family, showing their support.

Above: Melanie Light (Film Director of 'The Herd').
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Forced Swim Test: Thinking Long-Term
The campaign to end the Forced Swim Test had
explosive growth before COVID-19.
We presented to the Select Committee for
Economic Development, Science and Innovation.
We rallied a massive campaign to get people
messaging Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern. We
even arranged a meeting with the highest levels
of government, but it was unfortunately cancelled
due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
The public was repeatedly alerted to the cruelty of
the Forced Swim Test. We demonstrated outside
Victoria University, presented at Parliament, got
into the media, spread the message on social
media, and even got a human dunk-tank to protest
the Forced Swim Test. Public awareness of this
cruel test is higher than it has ever been before.
The industry was feeling the external pressure, so
we took advantage of this to talk to them behind
the scenes. We have been arranging meetings
with them, and even hope to attend industry
conferences to show them that it is in their best
interest to move past this outdated test.

Unfortunately, COVID-19 threw a spanner in
the works! Our campaign had snowballing
momentum, but many aspects of the campaign
have been delayed due to the outbreak.
Fortunately, we have been emphasising long-term
planning with this campaign. While we have had
some temporary setbacks, the overall campaign is
going well!
Behind the scenes, we have some very promising
conversations with decision-makers. We are
hopeful that some of them will do the right thing
and we will see progress towards ending the
Forced Swim Test.
If they don’t do the right thing… Well, that’s
why we have more campaigning planned!
We may need your help to continue putting public
pressure onto universities and lawmakers. Stay
tuned and keep following us on social media for
more updates and for more information on how
you can get involved. Follow us on Instagram
@endinganimaltestingnz or LIKE our Facebook
page www.facebook.com/NZAVS
Photography outside LUSH Newmarket,
Auckland thanks to Diego Casanova
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Bunny Friendly
			
Beauty Brands
Hidden in the snowy fields of the lower South Island, Hemp
growers, Larrys Gold are turning their homegrown plants
into beautiful rich and creamy cosmetics. The health
benefits of hemp are outstanding and in products such as
their EPIK Vegan Balm, the soothing anti-inflammatory
and anti-bacterial properties work wonders for eczema
sufferers. We love their Hemp Body Scrub to buff away dead
skin. Leave this glass jar by your bathroom sink and use to
scrub your hands after a morning in the garden, or great
for tradies and hardworking men at home. For more
information on Larrys Gold and their products visit the
NZAVS Cruelty Free Guide.

If you need more shine and body in your hair, then look
for De Lorenzo at your local hairdresser. Just across the
ditch, our trans-Tasman friends have made a range of
beautiful, 100% vegan and cruelty-free hair care products
that exceed salon quality.
Their Instant Restructurant is a weightless leave-in
treatment for strength, shine, moisture, smoothness,
UV sun protection, colour protection and also works as a
detangler. Use after your shower on wet hair and comb
through for glossy and revived hair.

Hurraw! Lip Balms are perfect for keeping
in your car, purse or pocket and applying
regularly during the day. Our favourite mini
tubes can be bought at local vegan stores and
make amazing gifts. With so many fun flavours
to choose from, it’s hard to just buy one.
We recommend Grapefruit, Earl Grey, Papaya &
Pineapple or their classic Vanilla Bean Lip Balm.
Hurraw! Have recently launched their new
BALMTOO range. Bee free, Shea free, Soy free,
Palm free - A squeezable, vegan balm that
melts into skin and absorbs quickly. You can
use this balm anywhere you need and during
the cooler months it is perfect for your face,
cracked knuckles and hands, your elbows or
heels of the feet. We love that Hurraw! have
taken the initiative to reduce plastic, and in
doing so have used aluminium tubes that
are 100% recyclable. For more information
on Hurraw! and their products visit the
NZAVS Cruelty Free Guide.

De Lorenzo created their ELEMENTS range for the
Australian ‘outdoor’ lifestyle. This range includes styling
products that have a firm hold but aren’t tacky and won’t
leave your hair crunchy. Use the Motion Medium Hold
Texture Mousse for a firm yet flexible hold to the hair.
Perfect for smoothness and curl retention, even in the
most humid conditions. For more information on
De Lorenzo and their products visit the NZAVS
Cruelty Free Guide.
As recommended by the beautiful Megan, our Cruelty
Free NZ cover girl, The Body Shop has many options for
makeup and cosmetics that don’t hurt our furry friends.
Try their British Rose Body Butter for 24hrs of skin
hydration. Use as you step out of the shower, to lock in
necessary moisture and for a sweet scent that will last
all day. At night time, use their Tea Tree Anti-Imperfection
Night Mask to care for any blemishes and to treat
problem skin while you sleep. You will wake up r
efreshed and ready for a new day. For more information
on The Body Shop and their products visit the NZAVS
Cruelty Free Guide.
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A pop of warm and vibrant colours will brighten your dull winter days. Inika Cosmetics are
made with certified organic ingredients and packaged in environmentally friendly ways.
They have a range of easy to use Certified Organic Lipstick Crayons that add moisture to your
lips as you wear them. Our favourite shades are Pink Nude, Rose Petal and for an extra wow
factor, their shade Chilli Red. Match their lip products to your favourite pressed or loose
mineral eyeshadow for an easy day-to-night look. For long-lasting and crease-proof shadows
that will brighten your entire look, try their eyeshadow duos available in a range of
subtle and bold tones. Our favourites are Purple Platinum and Khaki Desert.
For more information on Inika Organic Cosmetics and their products visit the
NZAVS Cruelty Free Guide.
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Action Taken for Pound Dogs Used in Cruel Tests
Last December we discovered and exposed an
experiment that was conducted to try and test the
secondary poisoning risk on animals. These included dogs,
cats, and chickens who might eat the carcasses of other
animals who have been poisoned by sodium nitrate.

under the following section of the LGOIMA - 17(g): “the
information requested is not held by the local authority.”
LGOIMA stands for Local Government Official Information
and Meetings Act 1987. We can request information from
local government bodies under this Act.

The experiments were published in a paper and this revealed
how the dogs used by researchers were taken from a pound
in Christchurch.1 The Lincoln University Animal Ethics
Committee approved the use of the animals.

Lincoln University
According to a representative from Lincoln University, their
records show the dogs were sourced from the Christchurch
City Pound, but they do not hold information on which
pound.

After exposing this animal testing, our fierce supporters
reacted with outrage and understandably so! People
wanted to know where these dogs came from and what
was going to be done to ensure that this wouldn’t happen
again in the future. We agreed and started digging deeper.
We sent Official Information Act requests to the Christchurch
City Council and to Lincoln University to try and find out
exactly what pound the dogs were sourced from. We also
reached out to the SPCA. Their responses gave us very little
information.
Christchurch City Council (CCC)
According to a representative from the CCC, after
conducting a thorough search of their records and
canvassing staff, they were unable to find any information
on dogs from their animal shelters being released for this
testing. Our request for information was therefore refused
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The SPCA
We never received a formal response from the SPCA, but they
told the media that “no dogs were sourced from the SPCA.”
No one wanted to come forward to confirm exactly from
where the dogs were obtained. This left us with many
unanswered questions: Did someone give us incorrect
information? Were the dogs used obtained in a
non-legitimate manner?
We’ve since sent a complaint to the Ministry for Primary
Industries (MPI) and the Office of the Ombudsman to try
and get to the bottom of where these dogs came from.
Recognising how hard it will be to find this information out
(and that we may never find out), we knew that we also
needed to do something else!

We have now contacted local councils in New Zealand and
asked them two questions: Do they have a policy in place
preventing the rehoming of dogs to be used in research,
testing, or teaching? If not, would they consider establishing
one? (We even provided a template to make this easier).
We asked these questions under the Local Government
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 (LGOIMA).
The results were promising!
We received a response from 58 out of 67 councils and none
of the city councils that we heard back from expressed any
kind of support for rehoming animals for research, testing,
or teaching purposes. In fact, some councils were not even
aware of this issue! We also received a number of shocked
and supportive responses.
5 councils already had policies on this issue in place
7 councils created a policy (or the equivalent of a policy) after
talking to us
14 councils rehome all or most dogs through animal rescues
including the SPCA
14 councils didn’t have policies but confirmed in writing that
they wouldn’t rehome dogs for this purpose
16 councils are open to creating a policy covering this issue in
the near future

Although this industry remains well hidden and we may
never learn where the dogs used in the test exposed came
from, we have still taken action to help prevent this from
happening again in the future.
With your help, we’ve brought this important issue to the
attention of city councils across NZ and this has resulted in
change for animals. Policies have been put in place and will
continue to be created to protect dogs from being rehomed
and used in cruel experiments like the one we exposed. This
is what defending animals used in science looks like!
For more information including an overview of how the
different city councils responded, visit www.nzavs.org.nz/
news/2020/06/17/action-taken-for-pound-dogs/

Shapiro, L., Blackie, H., Arthur, D., Ross, J., & Eason, C. (2018). Secondary
poisoning risk for encapsulated sodium nitrite, a new tool for possum control.
New Zealand Journal of Ecology, 42(1), 65-73.
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You Can Help End Animal Testing
NZAVS is a movement. A movement defending animals used
in science; a force not to be reckoned with.

company about making a will or changing your current will.
Information you will need:

You are NZAVS. You have the power to make significant
changes for animals stuck and tortured in NZ laboratories,
day in day out. You are the voice for each and every dog, cat,
rabbit, rat, mouse, guinea pig, sheep, pig or cow enduring
restraints, injections, human-induced illnesses, diseases
and death; their freedom taken away from them, their lives
sacrificed for profits and an unwillingness to change.

Legal Name: The New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (Inc).
Also known as: NZAVS
Incorporated Society number: 218629

“The animal-based research engine is fueled by the same forces
of human nature that have harmed people since the dawn of
time: ignorance, greed, ego, self-preservation and fear. Add to
that inertia and blind obedience to the system, and you have the
perfect formula for keep-ing this multi-billion-dollar industry
thriving.” - Dr Ray Greek MD
We need you in our corner for the success of future
campaigns for animals. We need you to speak up for animals,
sign petitions, share social media posts, send emails, write to
the editor, educate your friends and family.

Be Part of the Movement.
Get Active for Animals:
1. Donate

As a not-for-profit, we rely 100% on the generosity of the
public. The end of animal experimentation is in the hands
of caring New Zealanders like you.
No gift is too small, all contributions help to advance science
and save animals from needless suffering in research, testing
and teaching in New Zealand.
Visit our website to make a donation or send your cheque,
along with your details, to NZAVS, Freepost NZAVS, PO Box
9387, Tower Junction, Christchurch 8249.

2. Join the Animal Defenders Squad

If you feel strongly about ending animal testing in New
Zealand, the step-up is to commit to regular donations and
join the Animal Defenders Squad.
Regular giving means less administration costs, so more
money to help animals. You will also receive special updates
on how your donations are making a difference.
Visit our website to join: www.nzavs.org.nz/regular-giving

3. Leave a Gift to NZAVS in Your Will

Leaving a gift in your will for a cause you care about is all
about letting your values live on long after you've gone. It
gives you peace of mind that the injustices you are fighting
in your lifetime, will continue to be fought. Your commitment
to defend animals carries on in perpetuity: An undying
commitment to end animal experimentation.To leave a
bequest we recommend talking to a solicitor or a trustee
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Please contact us to receive our legacy leaflet, or, for a
confidential chat please email legacies@nzavs.org.nz

4. Live Cruelty-Free

Only purchase cosmetics and household products that
have not been tested on animals (and do not contain
animal-derived ingredients). Use our Cruelty Free Guide
(www.crueltyfreeguide.nz) which promotes beauty,
skincare, bodycare and household products that are
genuinely cruelty-free and available to purchase in Aotearoa,
New Zealand. Also, sign our Cruelty Free Pledge on our
website (www.crueltyfree.nz) to send a strong message to
companies still conducting or funding animal testing.

5. Wear NZAVS Merchandise

Head over to our online shop to see all our cool NZAVS
merchandise. New stock coming soon! Wear your beliefs on
your sleeves. www.nzavs.org.nz/shop

COMING SOON
The NZAVS Business Alliance Programme

6. Get Active on Social Media

Ending animal experimentation starts with educating the
public and debunking the myth that animal experimentation
is a necessary evil.
Please share our messages on Facebook and Instagram far
and wide! Follow us @endinganimaltestingnz and LIKE our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/NZAVS

Align your business with a like-minded audience.
Your business is successful because it is underpinned by your
core values. You stand for something and you tell your story
with the products and services you offer. Clearly, your clients
like you for it.
So, if you could put your message in front of a fresh set of
approximately 12,000 potential customers, that are
similarly aligned with your values, you would, right? All
of a sudden you expose yourself to a whole new audience
who are eager to support businesses that are also in line
with their values system.
NZAVS has a large dedicated and highly engaged supporter
base of approximately 12,000. We simply all want the world
to be a kinder place for animals and humans. We believe
animals should not be exploited and we exist solely to end
animal testing.
We punch well above our weight locally and internationally
because our core values and actions are resonating with
more people every day. Our people realise we have to make
a change for the better, more so now than ever before.
Do we sound like your kind of people? If so, we encourage
you to become a Business Alliance member of NZAVS and
open yourself up to a rapidly expanding audience with the
same values that you have.

Business Alliance Membership

There are several options to suit your specific needs. The
standard investment is $250 +GST per year which gives you
a listing in the Business Alliance Directory which will be
listed on our website, in our Annual Report as well as in this
magazine.
You are also entitled to use the special Business Alliance logo
and discounted advertising rates for our magazine.
Email nzavs@nzavs.org.nz to apply and become one of the
first-ever NZAVS Business Alliance members.

Page 37

Cruelty Free NZ, Issue 78 - Winter 2020

New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (Inc.)

Cruelty Free NZ, Issue 78 - Winter 2020

New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (Inc.)

Strategic plan 2020 -2021

bias

licen
Social

3.

Outdated laws, regulations, and systems.
Public awareness and perception. Misconceptions and lack of
available information help maintain the social licence of animal
experimentation.
The industry has a strong systemic bias that favours animal
experimentation (transparency levels, vested interests of decision
makers, how funding is allocated etc.)

Outdated laws

1.
2.

Experimentation
ce

Animal

In New Zealand, the animal experimentation industry exists because
of three key issues, we refer to these as the three central pillars:

Systematic

In order to end animal experimentation, we first have to consider
what is contributing to its continued use; what is keeping this
archaic and cruel practice alive?

Most of our work relates to one of these key areas so that we can chip
away at these pillars and dismantle the current broken system. In doing
so, we’ll make way for better research methods and ethical science!

Have you voted for NZAVS?

Areas of Focus
Campaign victories and stories
about animals used in science being
rehomed help instil hope, build
connections and raise awareness.

Success
stories

Strategic
campaigning

PUBLIC AWARENESS
Exposing cruel
experiments and unfair,
and bias laws, regulations
and systems and holding
those responsible to
account.

RESEARCH
Expose
This includes industry
members making
positive change,
scientists conducting
ethical research
and new scientific
advancements that
aren’t affiliated with
animal testing.

Celebrate
&
encourage
change

With teachers,
students, businesses,
other NGOs, activists,
universities, and
other key
stakeholders.

Collaboration
& building key
relationships

BUILDING FOUNDATIONS

SUPPORTER
ENGAGEMENT &
STEWARDSHIP

OUR SUPPORTERS ARE AT THE HEART
OF WHAT WE DO. WITHOUT THEM,
WE WOULDN’T BE ABLE TO CARRY
OUT SUCH CRUCIAL WORK FOR
ANIMALS, HUMANS AND SCIENCE!

Growth
Brand
awareness

Monitoring
legislative
change

Monitoring to prevent
legislative change that
would negatively impact
animals being used in
science and updating
outdated laws where
possible.

Growing our supporter base and
financial growth so that we can
become sustainable. Sustainability is
essential to enable us to exist for long
enough to achieve our mission.

The 'My Giving Circle' platform is donating
$200,000 to charities and non-profits each
year, with the winners being determined by
public votes!
The ten charities and non-profits with the most votes
win a share of the prize money. There are four grants
per year and NZAVS won $2,000 last month, as first
place winners in Aotearoa for the My Giving Circle
top voted charity awards in June!

Thank you so much for your continued support and
engagement during these unprecedented times.
Donations such as the 'My Giving Circle' initiative
will really help NZAVS to keep going regardless of
the economic changes we are facing.
You don't have to give, you only need to vote!
Thank you so much for so fiercely defending animals
used in science with us.

The good news continues.... The next grant will be
awarded September 30th and the top 10 non-profits
get $1,000 each. The non-profit in the #1 spot gets
$2,000 (the award we won last time).
Votes are now open for the September awards. We need
your help to get enough votes to push NZAVS into the
#1 spot! Use your voting power now and visit
www.mygivingcircle.org/charity/the-new-zealandanti-vivisection-society-nzavs/
You can vote once a week, and to make it easy to
remember, if you are signed up to our mailing list,
you will receive a reminder each week.

Mission

To end animal experimentation and the
harmful use of animals for research, testing and
teaching in Aotearoa, New Zealand.
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Vision

A future where we advance science without
causing any suffering, for both animals and
humans.

To increase your impact, please share far and wide on
social media to get us to the top of the New Zealand
charities chart.
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This magazine was made using recycled paper & ink that is vegan & cruelty-free.

