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NZAVS want to say a huge thank you to Brian Hainsworth, a
wonderful supporter of ours who is also a very talented designer. Brian volunteered his time and skills to help create this issue
of Mobilise! Thank you Brian!
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FROM THE NATIONAL OFFICE
Kia Ora NZAVS supporters!

A little about me: I have a Bachelor of Science in Zoology
from Massey University; my scientific background is what
contributes greatly to my passion against vivisection. I have
worked for Greenpeace and have been involved in animal rights
for many years. I have been involved with the SPCA, WSPA, the
Green Party where I was lucky enough to be the animal welfare
intern for Mojo Mathers, and SAFE. I have been vegetarian for
more than eleven years and vegan for around four years.

I hope that as you are reading this, you are warm, healthy,
happy and in the mood for positive news.
Another year has flown by since our last issue of Mobilise! was
published. We aim to publish two issues a year to keep all our
wonderful members updated, but have been so busy working
towards the abolition of vivisection that we only managed one.
Rest assured, it’s not due to lack of news!
We have been super busy with staff changes, creating a new
website, and launching a campaign to stop the new $50 million
dollar animal lab being built at the University of Otago while
continuing our ongoing work to end animal testing. We’ve
been undertaking public outreach and educating as much of
the public as we can reach. We’ve been collaborating with high
profile animal rights activists like James Aspey and Jake Conroy,
growing our volunteer database, researching, and so much
more!
None of this would have been possible without each individual
supporter of NZAVS: whether you’re a member, financial
supporter, volunteer or follower on social media, collectively all
our supporters work together to form the NZAVS team.
As the team grows, we get closer to achieving our ultimate goal:
to end animal testing in New Zealand and end the needless
suffering that animals endure in the name of scientific fraud.

What drives me? Any form of injustice, whether it’s towards
humans, non-humans/animals or the environment. I aim to live
my life and continue to educate myself in such a way that I can
positively influence each of these movements.
My email “door” is always open if anyone has questions or has
any suggestions for campaigns that they would like to see us
working on.
I hope that reading this magazine fills you with joy and hope
for a better world as you see all the great work that we have
achieved over the past year.
Thank you for your support and your presence in the NZAVS
team: together we will abolish vivisection!

Me mutu te whakamātau kararehe
(End experiments on animals)

This is the first issue of Mobilise! since I had the pleasure
of taking on the role of Executive Director of NZAVS. Last
September, Stephen Manson resigned as Executive Director
and went on to continue the fight for animal liberation with
a different organisation, SAFE. At the time, I was the NZAVS
Campaign Manager and was offered the opportunity to step up
and continue what Stephen and the many great people before
him had started.
I am truly honoured to have this role and as a compassionate,
hard-working woman, I will do everything I can to end animal
testing in NZ.

Tara Jackson
NZAVS Executive Director

About the
cover
NZAVS held a competition
for supportive artists to have
their artwork featured in
this issue of Mobilise! Our
two winners are Lucy Welsh,
who designed the front
cover of our magazine, and
Sarah Lyngh, the designer of
the back cover. Read more
about each artist and our
competition
on page (21)
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Vivisection News & Updates
On April 26th, 2017, we were invited to go on the AM show,
Channel 3 on National television, to talk about animal testing
and an exciting FDA announcement.
Earlier in April, the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
announced a multi-year research and development agreement
with a company called Emulate to evaluate “organs-on-chips”.
“We are excited to begin this relationship with FDA as a
potential first step toward accelerating the adoption of our
Human Emulation System for broad application as a new
testing platform for a wide range of products that are reviewed
and approved by regulatory authorities to protect and improve
human health,” Geraldine A. Hamilton, Ph.D., Emulate’s
president and CSO, said in a statement.
Why is this so exciting?
The regulations set out by the FDA are what a lot of countries
around the world use to model their own regulatory systems
to so that their products can be exported to America. At the
moment, a company developing a new drug, for example, has
to show that the drug is safe and works or isn’t toxic to animals
before the FDA will approve it. Scientists run tests on different
animals and bring that data to the FDA in the form of an
Investigational New Drug application. If the FDA signs off, the
company can then start testing the drug in humans.
Organs on chips are small microfluidic devices that contain
human cells or tissue to mimic specific human organs in both
their genetic makeup and their mechanical behaviour. They are
being developed to better predict how specific human organs
will respond to exposure to potentially hazardous chemicals,

for example, that are found in foods, cosmetics etc. Successful
adoption of a human emulation system such as organs on chips
should reduce or eliminate the need for testing on animals for
FDA approval purposes.
Unfortunately, during the interview on the AM show, Duncan
Garner was more interested in reiterating the same point - Is
animal testing worth it if it saves human lives?
Our whole argument is based on science and the fact that
animal models aren’t reliable enough to pin the future of
human health on. The question ‘should it be the animals or
us?’ doesn’t exist. By testing on animals and continuing to use
animal-based research methods,
we are only hurting ourselves.
We are delaying finding
applicable cures and treatments
by choosing to stick with a
testing method that has a very
low success rate. If we truly
want to help people, we need
to invest in human relevant
research, like what Emulate is
producing; it’s that simple.
You can watch the full interview
at www.newshub.co.nz/home/
new-zealand/2017/04/is-theend-in-sight-for-animaltesting.html
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More positive anti-animal testing
news from around the world

A record number of Americans believe that animal testing is
morally wrong:

Organs on Chips are being developed quite rapidly to be used
in many different research and testing fields. Tongue on a chip,
Liver on a chip, Female menstrual cycle on a chip and Lung on
a chip are just a few of the many exciting new developments
that are currently being developed.

44% of adults think that using animals for medical testing is
“morally wrong” according to the results of a recent survey
conducted by Gallup. This is an increase from 26% in 2001.
This is a great indicator that the social license for animal
experimentation is beginning to run out!
Read more at goo.gl/OUlGkz

The Netherlands has announced that they will be phasing out
animal testing for determining chemical toxicity by 2025

100% percent of medical schools in the US and Canada have
ended live animal use for medical student training. These
medical schools now use non-animal based methods.

The Dutch National Committee for the Protection of Animals
Used in Scientific Research (NCad) published its advisory
opinion on how to work towards the historic goal of animalfree science.

Medical schools here now use methods like human-like,
computerized simulators instead of pigs or dogs.

The Dutch Secretary of State for Economic Affairs, Martijn van
Dam, announced his intention for the Netherlands to end the
use of animals in safety tests for chemicals, food ingredients,
pesticides, veterinary medicines, and vaccines by 2025.

Read more at goo.gl/AaNatm and goo.gl/WFQf8q

Read more at goo.gl/R7cBTY

The world is changing if you just listen hard enough!
Page 5

Mobilise! Number 73, July 2017

New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (Inc.)

Vivisection in New Zealand

Total number of animals used: 225,310*
Number of animals killed by the end of the research, testing or teaching: 88,200*
* Data from 2015. We are still waiting to receive the 2016 statistics from the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI).

What animals were used?
•

Amphibia: 1,368

•

Dogs: 812

•

Pigs: 738

•

Birds: 15,627

•

Fish: 40,764

•

Possums: 2,977

•

Cats: 519

•

Goats: 2,052

•

Rabbits: 1,494

•

Cattle: 59,330

•

Guinea pigs: 1,967

•

Rats: 9,387

•

Cephalopods and crustaceans:
2,200

•

Horses and donkeys: 283

•

Reptiles: 4,473

•

Deer: 8,497

•

Marine mammals: 403

•

Sheep: 23,474

•

Mice: 48,341

•

Misc. species: 604

“Because of New Zealand’s agricultural focus, sheep and cattle are the most common animals used.” - MPI

Who used animals for testing?



Universities: 69,170



Commercial organisations: 96,221



Crown Research Institutes: 34,585



Other (commercial medical, individuals etc.): 16,367



Government departments: 2,847



Polytechnics: 4,956



Schools: 1,164



Basic biological research: 63,222



Veterinary research: 47,125



Teaching: 29,410.



Animal husbandry research: 20,268



Medical research: 26,291



Testing: 19,191



Environmental management research: 14,195

What were the animals used for?



Species conservation: 3,336



Production of biological agents: 2,016



Other: 256



Development of alternatives: 0

A total of 225,310 animals were reported as being used in
research, testing, and teaching in 2015. This is 84,977 fewer
than in the previous year, a 27.4% decrease.

is reported. Some experiments run for longer than a year, and
approval for the use of those animals has to be granted only
once.

Note: Sadly, this does not mean that there is an overall trend of
fewer animals being used for RTT in NZ. The numbers reflect
the way in which animal use in research, testing, and teaching

We will have a better idea of the state of animal
experimentation in NZ when the 2016 statistics are released!
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Meet the New Team!
In January 2017, we welcomed Cressida Wilson to the NZAVS
team as the new NZAVS Campaign Manager.
Cressida completed her Honours degree in History at the
University of Canterbury in 2015. In her role as Campaign
Manager, her love of research and thirst for knowledge will
be paired with her other favourite pursuit: saving animals.
She spends her free time caring for her menagerie of rescue
animals, fostering dogs, and eating vegan food.
Cressida’s other interests include feminism, environmentalism,
and challenging accepted social norms.
Cressida is a huge asset to NZAVS and we feel very lucky
that we have such a hard-working, highly intelligent,
compassionate, and dedicated woman on our team!
Feel free to contact Cressida if you have any questions or to
welcome her to the team: cressida@nzavs.org.nz
Over the past year we’ve also had more volunteers step up to
become Volunteer Coordinators around NZ! These amazing
people are vital to the success of NZAVS as they allow our
presence to expand across the nation.

Meet our Volunteer Coordinators:

Dunedin - Bex Reardon
Email: Bex@nzavs.org.nz
Join the Dunedin Volunteers Facebook
page: goo.gl/SRq7z5

Whangarei - Kayla and Karl
Email: karlandkayla@nzavs.org.nz
Join the Whangarei Volunteers Facebook
page: goo.gl/qrmc56

Blenheim - Kalita Cresswell
Email: kalita@nzavs.org.nz
Join the Blenheim Volunteers Facebook
page: goo.gl/GvA5JM

Christchurch - Niki Moore
Email: Niki@nzavs.org.nz
Join the Christchurch Volunteers
Facebook page: goo.gl/tvYv8G

Manawatu/Palmerston North - Kath
Bryan
Email: kath@nzavs.org.nz
Join the Manawatu/Palmerston Volunteers
Facebook page:goo.gl/pbJb4u

Dunedin Student Volunteer
Coordinator - Azura Patterson
Email: azura@nzavs.org.nz
Students in Dunedin can join the
Facebook group:facebook.com/OSAATS/
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NZAVS Updates and News
This year we have also launched our new website www.nzavs.org.nz
We now have a LEARN section, where people can learn
more about the scientific issues with animal-based research,
vivisection in New Zealand, and other animal-testing-related
topics!
In the GET ACTIVE section, our supporters can get more
involved with NZAVS by becoming a volunteer, a member,
learning more about one of our many campaigns, and more!
Head over to www.nzavs.org.nz and check it out.

‘ANIMALS AREN’T LAB
TOOLS’ Sticker - $2 each!

‘Animals Aren’t Lab Tools’
Bracelet - $2 each!

The website was designed by Jesse Wheeler. Jesse is a supporter
of the work that we do and has volunteered a lot of time and
resources to help build our new site – Thanks, Jesse!
See more of his work here - www.thedesigners.co.nz/
While you’re there, don’t forget to visit our online store:
http://www.nzavs.org.nz/shop
You can purchase any of these items using PayPal, by bank
deposit or cheque. We recommend ordering through the
website or emailing us at nzavs@nzavs.org.nz with your
purchase request (note: prices do not include shipping or
PayPal fees).

We also have these also NEW
‘Freedom’ t-shirts for sale!

Help us Stop the Otago
Animal Lab and rep one of
our new Freedom tops! The
tops are double sided and say
Stop the Otago Animal Lab
on the back - $34 each!
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In Dunedin, we also have a Student Volunteer Coordinator, Azura
Patterson. Azura is a student at the University of Otago and she is a core
part of the Stop the Otago Animal Lab Campaign. Azura even started a
new club at the University called Students Against Animal Testing!
Students in Dunedin can join the Facebook group
www.facebook.com/OSAATS/
Email: azura@nzavs.org.nz

More
Page 9 available at www.nzavs.org.nz

Campaign Update

Stop the Otago Animal Lab
On 27 June 2016, the University of Otago announced its
intention to invest $50 million in a new animal research
facility. Despite years of planning this project, this
announcement was the first time that students or the public
had heard of this huge investment in animal-based research.

major reasonings for the investment of $50 million in a new
animal research facility was for the wellbeing of the animals
kept there. For this action, we used images to show that no
matter the size of the cages, the procedures being done to the
animals could never be humane.

NZAVS is dedicated to ending an erroneous reliance on animal
testing models, so we decided to launch our Stop the Otago
Animal Lab campaign to hinder the progress of the animal
lab. We also believe that the general public cannot possibly
support this decision especially given the large number of
redundancies implemented by the university in the past year.
The departments that have been targeted for redundancies
include the humanities, physical education, and nutrition, and
these redundancies are all allegedly motivated by a need to cut
costs.

During this period, we met twice with the Deputy ViceChancellor, Professor Richard Blaikie, the person who oversees
all of the research-related activities of the University of Otago.
Initially, the university was willing to engage in a conversation
with NZAVS about the new animal lab, but it was clear that
they believe that animal-based research is necessary for the
development of cures and treatments. We know better but
many researchers at the University of Otago have a vested
interest in the continuation of animal experimentation.

In July 2016 a student club, the Otago Student Animal Legal
Defense Fund (SALDF) hosted a debate panel to discuss animal
testing and the new lab. Tara Jackson attended as a delegate
for NZAVS, but animal researchers were also represented.
Even the participants who promote animal experimentation
agreed that the University of Otago’s policies regarding animal
research and the new lab were not sufficiently transparent.
In defiance of the proposed lab, we came together for the first
protest on Saturday 13 August 2016. One of the university’s

To encourage the university to rethink its investment in
inhumane and outdated research techniques, in October
NZAVS volunteers decorated the fence outside the new lab
site with 11,358 pink cardboard hearts – one for each of the
animals who were killed by the University of Otago in 2015.
Otago immediately reacted by hiring a cleaner to remove
the hearts as quickly as possible. NZAVS believes that the
University does not want the public to know exactly how
many animals it kills every year in its teaching and research
programmes. Luckily, we are here to let everyone know!
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We also let the public know the location of the current animal
lab in the Hercus building, with our Stop the Otago Animal
Lab protest. It appears that the cruelty which occurs in this lab
is something else the university is embarrassed about, as they
make sure that the windows are blacked out!
One of our supporters, Georgia Ryan, was so inspired by our
campaign to Stop the Otago Animal Lab that she made a short
documentary about it! You can watch this on our Youtube
channel; simply search The New Zealand Anti-Vivisection
Society on Youtube!
To remind the University that we are not going anywhere,
and to start 2017 with a bang, we visited the campus with
a Valentine’s Day card and presents for Professor Blaikie.
NZAVS generously gifted Prof. Blaikie eleven presents – one
for each species of animal used by the University for research,
testing, and teaching. The number of animals used was stated
on the tag so each life would be remembered! We included a
poem on the card: “Roses are Red, Violets are Blue, Animalbased research is flawed and it hurts people too!”
To celebrate World Day for Lab Animals 2017, we invited
renowned animal rights activist James Aspey to lead a march

In May 2017, the Otago University Students Association held a
student referendum, which included a question regarding the
new $50 million animal lab. The referendum asked:
‘Should OUSA lobby the university to cease development of
a new animal research facility until they have transparently
consulted with students on the financial, ethical and scientific
value and implications of investing in animal-based research?’

against the new animal lab at Otago. As we marched from
the site of the proposed $50 million animal lab to the current
lab at the Hercus building, we chanted “Say it loud! Say it
clear! Get your animal lab out of here!” NZAVS supporters
carried signs from International and New Zealand-based
groups who support our campaign including Humane Society
International, Beagle Freedom Project and Choose CrueltyFree. These organisations support our work to Stop the Otago
Animal Lab, and we wanted to show the University of Otago
that the world is watching.

NZAVS, along with student organisations Otago Student
Animal Defense Fund (SALDF) and the new club Otago
Students Against Animal Testing Society (OSAATS)
encouraged students to vote ‘Yes’ to this question and we won!
50.69% of the students who answered this question agreed
that the university should transparently consult with students
on the subject of animal-based research before investing
$50 million. OUSA has since stated that, as a result of the
referendum, they will actively oppose the new animal lab.
If you would like to know more about our Stop the Otago
Animal Lab campaign or to sign the Stop the Otago Animal
Lab petition, visit the website: www.stoal.org.nz
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Campaign Update

Out of the Labs
NZAVS and animal sanctuary Helping You Help Animals
(HUHA) have collaborated on a petition asking the New
Zealand government to implement a mandatory retirement
policy for animals used for research, testing, and teaching.
Currently, there is no incentive for researchers to attempt to
rehome ex-lab animals, and between 80,000 – 100,000 animals
are euthanised each year following the completion of research.
This doesn’t include animals used to breed research subjects,
so the number of animals who could potentially be rehomed is
probably much higher.

shape of a paw-print stating why they supported the Out of the
Labs petition. We used these messages to create an installation

Inspired by the 2011 rescue of beagles from the Valley Animal
Research Centre in Himatangi, NZAVS and HUHA asked
our supporters to sign our Out of the Labs petition asking
Parliament to make an amendment to the laws governing
animal research, to ensure that researchers make a goodfaith attempt to offer ex-lab animals to rescue organisations
before euthanasia is considered. In the lead-up to the petition
handover, we hosted a public event in Civic Square in
Wellington and asked everyone to submit a message in the
Page 12

at the Paw Prints for Parliament event, and we even had some
very special beagle visitors join us.
We believe this issue is a no-brainer: all researchers would
have to do is make a short phone call to their local rescue. And
New Zealanders agreed with us! We presented the petition to
Parliament on 27 April 2017, with a total of 16,845 signatures.
This was an awesome moment for NZAVS. Green Party
MP Mojo Mathers accepted the petition on behalf of the
Government and has promised to watch the development of
the petition through Parliament very closely. We also have
the support of Green Party MP Gareth Hughes. It is great to
have the support of politicians, and we encourage everyone to
contact their MP to let them know this issue is important to us.
Find out how at www.outofthelabs.org.nz.
We are currently waiting for the Primary Production Select
Committee to deliberate on this matter, and we encourage you
to contact them too. This is easy to do via the Out of the Labs
website. You can make a change for these animals by using

your voice and participating in our democratic system!
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Stop the Otago Animal Lab - More Photos

11,358 cardboard hearts were stuck to the fence outside where the new animal lab is going to be built. Each heart represented one
animal that was killed by the University of Otago for research, testing and teaching last year. These hearts were hung up by a group
of dedicated NZAVS volunteers who spent hours pinning them up in the middle of the night!

Our first ever protest to Stop the Otago Animal Lab! All of our supporters united and held hands as we stood silently to show our
opposition to #50 million animal lab that the University of Otago wants to build.

Our supporters marched from the site of the proposed animal
lab site at 309 Great King Street to the current lab at the Hercus
Building.

The Valentines day card that we delivered to the university
contained this poem: 'Roses are red, violets are blue, animal-based research is flawed and it hurts people too!
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Out of the Labs - More Photos

We are lucky to have the support of Green MP Mojo Mathers,
who attended our Paw Prints for Parliament event in Wellington!

NZAVS volunteer Tim Pate and his little friends attended the
petition handover event together!

Kids all over NZ designed a paw print for our Paw prints for
Parliament event, including the SAFE Youth Group kids!

One of the many paw prints that were made for the event by
NZAVS supporters. This one was made by the very talented
Evelyn Sparks.

NZAVS supporters and volunteers, HUHA supporters and volunteers, Green Party Members of Parliament - Mojo Mathers and
Gareth Hughs as well as members of the general public came together and supported our Paws for Parliament event!
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Archie and Monty, our recently deceased ex-laboratory rats,
inspired the team at NZAVS to create a children's book called
‘The Six Foot Rats’ which we are working on publishing at the
moment!
When Archie and Monty passed away, we decided that their
story couldn’t go untold. They had a life after the lab, unlike so
many animals in New Zealand. We want to give more animals
like Archie and Monty a second chance; the best way to make
this happen is by educating people.
Children of Aotearoa needed to be given the opportunity to
learn about animal experimentation. Children are our future
and their future will be impacted most if we do not steer our
research and testing methods in a better direction.
All profits from ‘The Six-Foot Rats’ will go towards our antianimal testing campaign work. By purchasing one of these
books when they become available, you will be directly helping
us continue our fight to abolish vivisection in NZ as well as
helping educate the young minds of kiwi kids!
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About the Book

A lab rat’s job is being poked, prodded, and tested on in every
way. It’s not an easy job but one rat is happy to do it...until he
learns the truth!
The Six Foot Rats was written to introduce children to the
place animal testing has in our society. Whilst the topic of
animal testing is a serious and often upsetting one, The Six
Foot Rats instead focusses on the fundamental truth (stressing
the FUN), as understood by even the lab rat: animals are not
humans and it is strange and bizarre to compare the two.
By presenting the truth about vivisection in a fun,
approachable way, we can begin to open dialogues with our
children about the place of animals in our society. If we plant
the seed of compassion, truth, and scientific facts, our children
will grow to become better informed and empathetic to animal
rights issues, especially regarding vivisection.
The Six Foot Rats is written for 6-10-year olds but can be
enjoyed by everyone! The book features full-colour illustrations
by Christchurch teacher and illustrator Rebecca Gibbs. The
characters are cute and lively and this book can be read as a
bedtime story with no worries of tears or nightmares! Unlike
most of the lab animals in New Zealand, our story has a happy
ending and one that aims to inspire children also!

About the Author

We are lucky enough to have the
very talented Rebecca Gibbs help
us by writing and illustrating
the book. Rebecca is a teacher
and illustrator. She has a passion
for creating stories through
engaging illustrations. Before
studying Communications and
Design at CPIT, she worked as a
full-time primary school teacher
both in New Zealand and
overseas. Rebecca was recently a
finalist in the Storylines Gavin
Bishop Illustration Award 2017.
She wrote and illustrated this book for the purpose of helping
NZAVS raise money to continue their work which is very
close to her heart. Up until a few years ago, Rebecca believed,
like most New Zealanders, that animal testing was an
unfortunate necessity. After being approached by NZAVS to
do some design work, she began to look into vivisection and
was shocked to learn the facts surrounding its validity. Since
that time, she has continued to work with NZAVS to create
a picture book that would prevent children from growing up
believing the same untruths she did.

How can you help?

Sponsor the book - We need your help getting this book
published!
There are two options for sponsoring ‘The Six Foot Rats’:
1. As an individual
Individuals can sponsor the book by making any donation
greater than $50. We will print your name on the back cover of
the book as a special thank you!
2. As an organisation
Organisations can sponsor the book and have their logo
featured inside the front cover of the book for everyone to see!
See the attached form to become a sponsor or become one
online at www.nzavs.org.nz/donate-six-foot-rats
If you want to find out more about becoming a
sponsor or want to see a preview of the
book and where your logo or name
would go in the book then get in
contact by emailing nzavs@
nzavs.org.nz
We aren’t six-foot rats; it
really is that simple!
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Renowned Activists Collaborate
with NZAVS
NZAVS has collaborated with two high profile animal rights
activists over the past year – Jake Conroy and James Aspey.
Jake Conroy is a long-time activist, designer, and writer
currently residing in Seattle, WA USA. He helped build the
foundation of the grassroots campaign Stop Huntingdon
Animal Cruelty (SHAC) USA and was subsequently arrested
by the US government for his role. Dubbed the SHAC7, Jake
and his co-defendants were found guilty and he was sentenced
to 4 years in federal prison.
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty was a campaign aimed at
shutting down Huntingdon Life Sciences, Europe’s largest
contract animal-testing lab at the time.
Jake came to New Zealand for a conference. While he was here
we were lucky enough to “borrow” him so he could tell all our
supporters his incredible and inspiring story.
Jake gave a talk on his experiences in the SHAC campaign and
the repression that he experienced from the US government
and corporate investigators, as well by the Bureau of Prisons
while incarcerated. He talked about being the target of a multiagency terrorism investigation, learning he was on a highprofile prisoners list, and navigating living a life branded as a
terrorist in post-9/11 society.

Despite everything that Jake went through, he is still an animal
rights activist today. He didn’t give up hope. If anything, the
experience only appears to have made him stronger and more
determined to end animal suffering!
James Aspey hit news headlines all around the world after
breaking a one-year vow of silence in an interview on
Australia’s most popular morning TV show. His first words
were an inspirational and heartfelt plea for the world to align
their actions with their beliefs, live a compassionate lifestyle
and avoid contributing to animal cruelty.
Since his year-long vow of silence in 2014, James has travelled
around the world giving inspiring and educational talks on his
journey from a cancer survivor turned personal trainer, who
didn’t care about animals at all, to becoming one of Australia's
most well-known and respected activists.
James collaborated with NZAVS for the World Day for Lab
Animals, 2017. James travelled to Dunedin with us and led a
march from the proposed site for the new $50 million animal
lab, to the existing University of Otago animal lab.
Before the march James gave a speech to the crowd of 80
odd supporters on the inherent problems with animal
experimentation and why he is against the new $50 million
animal lab being built.
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Educational Talks
We at NZAVS believe it is very important to educate young
New Zealanders about animal testing! We want the next
generation of researchers, doctors, veterinarians, nurses, and
scientists to have access to information about human-based
research models.

A presentation was given about the many reasons to be antivivisection and how to go about making positive change in a
peaceful way.

This year we’ve had the pleasure of visiting the University of
Canterbury and Ao Tawhiti Unlimited School in Christchurch.

We had many inspiring conversations with students who had
never thought of vivisection before. Our message seemed to
resonate with many of them!

March 2017

NZAVS visited Ao Tawhiti Unlimited School in Christchurch
to talk with high school students about what NZAVS do, what
awesome new technologies are available for researchers to use,
and how they can help us end animal testing!
Cressida, our Campaign Manager, spoke with students about
our ‘Out of the Labs’ campaign and why we think ex-lab
animals deserve to be rehabilitated and rehomed. Many of
the students asked extremely insightful questions and showed
wisdom beyond their years!
Ao Tawhiti Unlimited students got involved by helping us with
our Paw Prints for Parliament event by decorating a paw print
each — look at the awesome art they created!

January 2017

NZAVS visited the University of Canterbury to talk to a class
of summer school students.

At NZAVS we are committed to ending animal testing in New
Zealand and globally, and as young people are our future, we
believe letting them know how they can help end vivisection is
key to a vivisection-free future!
If you would like us to visit your school or community group
please send us an email at nzavs@nzavs.org.nz
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Archie and
Monty Tribute
On the 30th October 2016, two very special members of the
NZAVS team passed away: Archie and Monty, the ex-lab rats.
Archie and Monty were rescued from a research facility in the
North Island of New Zealand. We were lucky enough to have
the opportunity to adopt them and show them a life outside
of the lab. They lived a long, happy life with us and spent their
days being comfortable, full of yummy food, and surrounded
by people who love and respect them.
We gave Archie and Monty a proper send off and held a
memorial at our National Office in Christchurch. We were
overwhelmed with the amount of NZAVS volunteers and
supporters who came along to honour Archie and Monty and
light a candle in their honour.
Vivisectors can treat rats as if they are nothing more than
mere lab tools, contributing to thousands of them being used
and killed in NZ for research, testing and teaching every year.
Then there are people who recognise how different rats are to
humans but also see how intelligent, caring and loving rats are.
These are the people who instead of killing rats, are helping us
fight to end their suffering.
Thank you to everyone who attended the memorial.
Rest in peace Archie and Monty, we will continue to fight
against animal experimentation for you!
You can read more about Archie and Monty here http://www.nzavs.org.nz/articles/our-ex-lab-rats
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Winners of Our Art Competition!
NZAVS created a competition for artists who are also antivivisection to have their artwork featured in this issue of
Mobilise!

Thank you to everyone who took the time to create antianimal testing themed art for us!

We had an overwhelming amount of talented and passionate
people send in their artwork.

If you’re an artist or designer and want to donate your time or
some anti-vivisection themed artwork to NZAVS please get in
touch!

First Place

Second Place

First place went to Lucy Verde Rose for her beautiful piece
titled 'Bunnies escaping from the fires of hell'. Her artwork is
featured on the front cover of this issue of Mobilise!

Second place went to Sarah Lynagh. Her art work is featured
on the back cover of this magazine.

Lucy is 27 and works as a full-time artist, animal rights activist
and essential oil wheeler-dealer.
Why is she against animal testing?
“I am against animal-testing on principle as I understand that
non-human animals are also individual creatures with complex
emotional lives, loves and desires. I believe no creature, large or
small, should live his or her life in captivity.”
Follow Lucy:
Instagram: @Verde.roze
Facebook Artist Page: www.facebook.com/verde.roze.art

Sarah is 39 years old and a full-time
solo mum to two kids. She became
vegetarian 18 years ago when she
was working at an agricultural
research facility:
"It was my first close-up exposure to animal
testing and it really hit home to me how cruel
it was and just how scared these animals were.
Needless to say, I stopped working there shortly
after. I became vegan three years ago and
haven't looked back since!"

Highly Commended - Purita Mok
Why did you decide to draw this?
“I wanted to draw the horrors of animal testing without the drawings appearing too off-putting
so I tried to draw them looking dazed and confused, as they would be. But I also wanted them
to be together to eye the humans who are performing this on them, as the last stand.”
Why are you against animal testing?
“Animal testing is horrific hellish torture that no living being should go through. It is also
unnecessary in the face of advanced science and technology. I'm against any form of animal
abuse including animal consumption and animal entertainment.”
Follow Purita:
Instagram: @happypurpur

Facebook Artist Page: www.facebook.com/happypurpur

Page 21

Mobilise! Number 73, July 2017

New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (Inc.)

Bequest Tributes
Leaving us a gift in your will is one of the most significant ways
to support the New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society in its
ongoing campaigns to abolish vivisection in New Zealand.

a special thanks to Des, Margaret’s brother, for talking with us
and telling us about the amazing, generous woman that was
his sister.

As we are a non-profit organisation, we rely solely on donations
and bequests to be able to continue our work in ending animal
experimentation and promoting non-animal based, more
reliable, applicable and scientifically valid methods.

Helen Doris Loepfe

We understand preparing a Will is very personal but this
type of special gift is such an incredible way to continue your
support for an organisation or cause that is close to your heart.
We have had two very generous bequests left to us this year.
We wanted to pay tribute to these supporters:

Margaret Joan Snelling

Margaret passed away on 16 April 2017 at the age of 87.
Margaret was a very generous, kind-hearted woman who had
a strong love and empathy for animals. She was known as an
avid animal lover at the rest home where she lived. Margaret
made friends with all the stray cats and knew all animals by
name; it was as though the animals were her family and they
all knew her, according to her brother, Des.
We wish we had the chance to thank Margaret for her kind
legacy gifted to NZAVS. She sounded like a fiery spirit who
shared our compassion and love for animals. We want to send
out deepest condolences to all of Margaret’s family and extend

Helen was a private woman who didn’t want her details shared.
We understand and respect this. We too would have loved the
opportunity to meet Helen and hear about her life and her
interest in antivivisectionism.
Rest in peace Margaret and Helen - We hope to make you both
proud!
Both Margaret and Helen were unknown supporters of
NZAVS. We wish we had had the
chance to get to know them
and thank them properly
for their generous
consideration of
NZAVS and
ending animal
experimentation in
NZ when they wrote their
will.
If you have NZAVS
included in your will
already please contact us
and let us know!
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Help us End Animal Testing!
We have recently updated our website so that our supporters
can now sign up as regular givers (i.e. you can now make a
monthly or annual donation to NZAVS!).

To leave a bequest we recommend talking to a solicitor or a
trustee company about making a will or changing your current
will to include a provision like the example text below:

You can also now make a donation via credit card!

Leaving assets or money to NZAVS:

Help us end animal experimentation and create a better world
for animals and humans: Become a regular giver today!
You can do this by filling out the attached form or by signing
up on our website - www.nzavs.org.nz/monthly-donation

1. Donate

Leaving estate to NZAVS:

As we are a non-profit organisation, the generosity of our
supporters is what enables us to exist and work. Any financial
support is greatly appreciated and extremely valuable,
whether you can give a little or a lot, we are grateful for any
contribution!

I leave to the New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (Inc.):
(Proportion of estate or residue) for its general purposes and I
direct that the receipt of the Treasurer or other duly authorized
officer shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors.

You now have the option to get a one-off donation or a regular
donation via credit card, Paypal, or a bank deposit (online
methods) or you can send a cheque in the post!
You can do this by filling out the attached form or online via
our website - www.nzavs.org.nz/one-off-donation

2. Renew Your Membership

I leave to the New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (Inc.):
(Description of assets or amount) absolutely for the general
purposes of the said society and I direct that the receipt of the
treasure or other duly authorized officer shall be a sufficient
discharge to my Executors.

Legal Name: The New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (Inc)
Also known as: NZAVS
Incorporated Society number: 218629
Please remember to let us know if you decide to leave us a gift
in your will. This will allow us to thank you personally and
provide you with regular updates on our work! We also of
course understand if you would rather remain anonymous.

Keep your membership up to date: Make sure you renew your
membership before the end of the financial year (by the 31st
March). Don’t worry about this too much as we’ll send you a
reminder in the post!

Thank you to all our supporters for enabling us to continue our
work in ending animal experimentation in New Zealand and
making the world a better place for animals and humans alike.

Our committee that governs NZAVS, is made up of volunteer
members. If you feel you could contribute on our committee
and help guide NZAVS towards our goal, abolishing
vivisection in NZ, then let us know! To be on the committee
and help us grow you must be a member first!

Volunteers are the backbone of NZAVS; they are the reason
why we can make any positive change for animals and they
give us the strength and power that we need to eventually end
vivisection in NZ. Whether you can volunteer a little or a lot,
we would love to hear from you!

You can also help by encouraging supportive friends and
family members to become a member too!

3. Leave a gift to NZAVS in your Will

Leaving a bequest is as easy as providing for your loved ones.
And it can be as much, or as little, as you want.

4. Sign Up as a Volunteer

5. Sign Up to our Mailing List

By signing up you will receive weekly email updates and be
invited to any nearby events!
You can sign up as a volunteer, sign up to our mailing list and
find out more ways of helping us end animal experimentation
at www.nzavs.org.nz/take-action
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We welcome any contributions, article submissions and suggestions for articles. We are not responsible for any
unsolicited original material received and we suggest that only copies of artwork and manuscripts be sent without
prior contact. Any letters received by NZAVS addressed to Mobilise! will be considered as submitted for publication
unless otherwise stated. We do not guarantee the publication of any material received and maintain the right
to edit any material received but will endeavour to consult if this is required.

