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The New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society is New Zealand's
primary non-profit organisation defending animals used in
science.
In New Zealand, approximately 300,000 animals are used for
research, testing and teaching purposes every year. We exist
to change this and eliminate all cases that cause harm to
animals.

Our Mission:

To end animal experimentation and the harmful use of
animals for research, testing and teaching in Aotearoa - for
animals, people and science.

Cruel Test on Rabbits
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What We Do:

NZAVS advocates for scientifically viable and humane research, testing and teaching methods; lobbies for legislative
and systemic changes; collaborates with and encourages
stakeholders to create positive changes and educates to
create cultural and societal change.
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From the National Office
Kia ora NZAVS whānau,

Thank you for fiercely defending animals used in science. I
hope you enjoy reading this issue of Mobilise!

Another six months has gone by which means we have a lot
of exciting updates to share with you!

Me mutu te whakamātau kararehe
(End experiments on animals)

We’ve been busy exposing cruel animal experiments that
have happened in New Zealand, lobbying for a legislative
change (a ban on the Forced Swim Test) distributing vital
resources such as our informative children’s book, The SixFoot Rats and so much more!

Tara Jackson
NZAVS Executive Director

NZAVS plays an important role in society, we are the
defenders of animals used in science. NZAVS is you, it’s me
and it’s our thousands of supporters, and together we are
making real change for animals, people and science.
Each time an issue of Mobilise! is produced, I can feel myself
beaming a little bit brighter with pride. It is the most amazing
feeling to be a part such an important cause and I hope that
this feeling extends out to you.
The passion and dedication of our team, which includes our
Animals in Science Custodians, Animal Defenders Squad
members and NZAVS members and supporters, is what
makes us a real force to be reckoned with.
We’re growing stronger and bigger by the day and I’m
incredibly excited for what we will achieve together in the
new year.

nzavs.org.nz

instagram.com/endinganimaltestingnz

About the Cover

The photo on the front cover is of Leo, a rat who was rescued by our Auckland Volunteer Coordinator, Sylvia Philcox. Sylvia adopted Leo and gave him a life filled with love. She captured this image of Leo living his best life and taking a nap in her flower
bed. Thank you for sharing this heartwarming photo with us Sylvia!

Together We Are Creating
a World Where...
No animals are subject to cruel & painful
experiments.
People no longer believe that animals are
appropriate models for predicting human
outcomes.
Viable and humane scientific methods are
always used.
No more time or money is wasted on fruitless
research.
Human and animal health thrive.
Science is upheld to its fullest integrity.
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Cruel Test on Rabbits
Conducted in NZ
The more we dig, the more dirt we uncover. And we will
keep on digging…

the lack of reproducibility and the differences between the
human eye and a rabbit’s eye.

Right here in NZ, white rabbits were forced to endure gruesome eye irritability tests for five days straight, without any
pain relief or rinsing.

Furthermore, rabbits' eyes are vastly different from human
eyes:
• The structure of the cornea of the eye of a rabbit differs
significantly from that of a human.
• Rabbits produce a smaller volume of tears than humans,
allowing chemicals and other irritants placed in rabbit eyes
to linger longer and cause more irritation.
• Rabbits have a third eyelid.

The rabbits were restrained with a towel, their eyelids pulled
apart, and for five days in a row, scientists rubbed a Manuka
Honey emulsion directly into their eyes - every single day! No
rinsing or any other method was used to alleviate the pain.
Although the animal ethics application states that “analgesia
(systemic and topical) should be available," we don’t think
this is good enough. Pain relief being available if an adverse
reaction is observed, after the fact, doesn't mean a lot for the
rabbit who has endured this test.

Not only does this make the Draize eye test unreliable, but it
also adds to the immense suffering caused by this test.

The objective of the experiment was to test the eye safety
and tolerability for an eye treatment for humans, which
means this experiment is a modification of the infamous
Draize test; a cruel and outdated eye irritancy test which
we have campaigned against in the past (we successfully
removed the requirement for the Draize test in NZ Law).

To make things even more shocking, the researchers who
conducted this cruel test on rabbits stated that:
"The results of the in vivo phase need to be interpreted
cautiously in the context of the methodological limitations,
which preclude the direct extrapolation of the findings to the
clinical safety and tolerability in human patients. There are
significant differences in the anatomy and physiology of the
eyes of rabbits and humans."

The Draize test was first concocted in 1944 by John H Draize
when product testing was in its infancy. It is an animal-based
eye and skin irritancy test where a substance is placed in the
eye or on the skin of an animal, typically an albino rabbit, and
the negative responses are recorded. It attempts to predict
potential negative effects for humans.
The test is now regarded as cruel and unscientific due to

Science advances rapidly, and, as one would expect, since
1944, there have been many improvements in determining
product safety. The information that has historically been
used from misleading animal tests has increasingly been
replaced with reliable non-animal methods.

test on rabbits happened in NZ.

By exposing animal tests like this, we are putting pressure on
decision-makers who approve the use of animals for research,
testing and teaching, and we are making them accountable.
Tens of thousands of people are now aware that this awful

It’s up to us to force change, and one of the ways we can do
that is by exposing the industry and putting much-needed
pressure on where it’s needed - thank you for being with us!

NZAVS holds an important position in Aotearoa – we are the
only organisation that is focused solely on defending animals
used in science. You are NZAVS.

Finally, evaluated damage caused to the eye is highly subjective leading to a great deal of variation in results.

This renders the experiment invalid and the suffering inflicted on the rabbits completely unnecessary. In short, humans
are not rabbits.
You can access the full experiment here: www.ncbi.nlm.nih.
gov/pmc/articles/PMC5721633/
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Cruel
Test on
Rabbits
Campaign
Update
Conducted
in NZ
End the Forced
Swim Test
The joint campaign by SAFE and the New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (NZAVS) to end the Forced Swim Test has
been gaining a lot of momentum over the past few months!
The Forced Swim Test is an animal experiment that involves
forcing small animals such as rats or mice to swim in an inescapable beaker of water until they ‘give up’ and float. The test
is a misguided attempt to mimic depression or hopelessness
in humans. We've been working hard to put a stop to this barbaric test, and we’re excited to let you know about the recent
highlights of this growing campaign.
Public Opposition
We commisioned a Horizon Research poll asking New Zealanders what they think of this animal test. 14% of respondents in the Horizon Research survey supported the continued use of the Forced Swim Test. We're not surprised that a
majority of Kiwis want to see an end to this cruel and invalid
animal test. We’re a nation of animal lovers, and we don’t
tolerate this kind of treatment of animals.

and evaluation on the validity of animal-based psychological tests in NZ was delivered to Parliament on October 4 to
celebrate World Animal Day. The petition is now with the
Economic Development, Science, and Innovation Committee.
We are hopeful that select committee members will do what
is ethically and scientifically correct and listen to the nation.
We don’t want this archaic experiment to be associated with
Aotearoa any longer.
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In July 2019, a letter was sent to the Victoria University
Vice-Chancellor, Grant Guilford, and members of the Victoria
University Animal Ethics Committee, which reflects the views
of over 1500 students at the University, all supporting an end
to the use of this test.

use of the cruel and invalid Forced Swim Test by Victoria
University! Countless students walked past us, read our
important message and stopped to talk — many students
and prospective students were shocked that this test even
existed!

Students from over a dozen clubs, including the Psychology
Club, signed the letter to the Vice-Chancellor and members of
the University’s Animal Ethics Committee, urging the institute
to end the Forced Swim Test.

Students have a right to know that the University still conducts archaic animal tests like the Forced Swim Test. On Open
Day, the University wants to show its best side. Our presence
made sure that prospective students visiting the campus
found out what it’s really like at Vic Uni.

The other clubs that signed the letter include the Victoria University Filipino Students Association, Feminist Organisation,
Women in Tech Club, Latin American & Spanish Club, Hunters
Rugby League Club, the Greens at Victoria University Club,
Cheer-leading Club, Theatre Society, Cultural Cuisine Club,
Sign Language Club, Plastic Diet Club and the Vegan and Vegetarians at Victoria University of Wellington Club.
Student Leader Speaks Out Against the Forced Swim Test
Victoria University of Wellington Student Association President and recently elected Wellington City Councillor, Tamatha
Paul, has added her voice to the campaign against the Forced
Swim Test.
Tamatha Paul, writing in her capacity as the President of
the Victoria University of Wellington Students Association
(VUWSA), has sent a formal letter to the Victoria University of
Wellington Animal Ethics Committee calling for them to end
the use of the Forced Swim Test. In her letter, she describes
how the use of the test reflects poorly on the institute and is
contrary to the University’s progressive values.
Victoria University would be wise to listen to its student body.
The Forced Swim Test is scientifically flawed and a risk to the
institute's reputation. It’s time for Victoria University to ensure
this cruel outdated test is never allowed to be conducted on
campus grounds again.

We recently submitted our written submission on the Forced
Swim Test petition, and we are now waiting to find out if we
will be invited to present to the MPs deciding the fate of our
petition.

Protest Outside Victoria University
On September 7, 2019, NZAVS and SAFE were joined by Helping You Help Animals (HUHA), Speak Up For Animals (SUFA)
and PETA Australia to host a collaborative protest against the
use of the Forced Swim Test at Victoria University. Over 80
people united for the animals and protested outside Victoria
University’s Kelburn Campus in Wellington.
We stood directly outside the University's main campus in
Wellington with placards and banners. We were there to send
a clear message to decision-makers:
"It's time to change ... don't be embarrassed that you've done
something wrong in the past, look to the future and look at what
is right for the animals and for science and that is banning this
awful test."
PETA Target Victoria Unviersity
The international spotlight is now on Victoria University and
their unwillingness to end the use of the cruel and invalid

We hope the Government will show the same compassion
and end this test once and for all.
The Petition
The NZAVS and SAFE petition calling on the Government to
ban this cruel animal test was shared widely by caring Kiwis,
and as a result, over 25,000 people added their name to our
petition. Even the Body Shop added their support by having
copies of the petition in every one of their stores across the
country!
The petition asking for the NZ government to not only ban
the Forced Swim Test in NZ but to also conduct a full review

The Pressure on Victoria University to End the Forced
Swim Test Is Growing Rapidly
Students Join the Campaign Against the Forced Swim Test
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Open Day Action
On August 23, 2019, we surprised Victoria University by
turning up for Open Day. An amazing team of volunteers
accompanied a billboard and video footage of the Forced
Swim Test, to raise awareness of the test within the current
and future student body.
We were incredibly hard to miss as we stood to expose the
Page 7
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Forced Swim Test. PETA sent a formal letter to Victoria University, encouraged over 15,000 of their supporters to send
a direct message to decision makers at Victoria University
and now, they’ve launched an online petition targeting the
institute.

We Are Winning!
Do you think any animal ethics committee is going to want
to approve the use of this test any day soon? Knowing that
we are all watching and will expose it immediately? We don’t
think so!

Global Updates
New articles have been published in scientific journals that
critique the Forced Swim Test. For example, in an article of
Nature, an international journal of science, it states that “The
National Institute of Mental Health has for some time been
discouraging the use of certain behavioural assays, including
the forced swim and tail suspension test, as models of depression.” 1We take this as a sign that the Forced Swim Test is on its
way out!

There are so many positive impacts that campaigns like this
have and setting a precedent for what is acceptable is one of
them.
Whether it’s through a legislative ban or by removing its
social license – the Forced Swim Test will be stopped, and we
will protect animals from ever having to endure this again.

In December 2018, after talks with PETA, pharmaceutical
giant AbbVie committed to not funding or conducting Forced
Swim Tests. Pharmaceutical companies Johnson & Johnson
(March 2019), DSM Nutritional Products (May 2019), NutriFusion LLC, Astraea Therapeutics and Roche Pharma (July 2019),
AstraZeneca and Novo Nordisk A/S (August 2019), Sage Therapeutics (October 2019) and Pfizer (November 2019) have
also committed to not use or fund this test in the future.

Cruel Test on Rabbits
Conducted in NZ

Johnson & Johnson is the world’s largest pharmaceutical
company, Roche is the second largest and Pfizer is the third
largest pharmaceutical company in the world. This means
that the three top pharmaceutical companies worldwide (in
terms of revenue), and seven of the top 20, have committed
to no longer use the Forced Swim Test. Therefore even the
pharmaceutical industry is recognising this test as outdated
and irrelevant.
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Campaign Update

The Six-Foot Rats
We created a children's book called ‘The Six-Foot Rats’, with
the aim of teaching Kiwi kids about animal experimentation
in a light-hearted yet powerful way. Rebecca Gibbs wrote and
illustrated this book for us!
This vital resource is helping children learn about the bizarre
logic behind animal experimentation - that humans aren't
six-foot rats!

Find out more and stay updated at nzavs.org.nz/forced-swimtest.

Find out more about the book and purchase your own copy
here: nzavs.org.nz/the-six-foot-rats.

1. Reardon, S (2019). Depression researchers rethink popular
mouse swim tests. Retrieved from https://www.nature.com/articles/
d41586-019-02133-2

We launched a very ambitious fundraiser to raise enough
money to gift a copy of our book to as many public and primary school libraries in New Zealand as possible, and thanks
to our amazing supporters, we did it!

Children across the country, for years to come, will have access to this informative book and learn about animal testing
and why it so urgently needs to end.
Children across the country, for years to come, will have access to this informative book and learn about animal testing
and why it so urgently needs to end. If you supported this
campaign — thank you, together we are creating real change
for animals!
We've also received even more positive feedback from
schools and students who have received a copy of the book
Here's one of our favourite letters from a student in Timaru:

We needed to raise $10 to get one book into a library, so in
total, we needed to raise over $21K!
Hundreds of people responded to our call for help, and
together, we reached this goal. We raised enough money to
send a copy of this important educational resource to 2,106
libraries across NZ!
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Key Benefits of
Humane Education

What Are Humane Teaching Methods?

There is a huge variety of humane education methods
that currently exist, and more are being created all the
time. These can come in many forms including software,
anatomical models, simulation manikins, online resources,
virtual reality and more!

There are many reasons why humane education is better
than harmfully using animals including:

These methods can range from simply designed tools for
children as young as pre-school/kindergarten, all the way to
highly advanced tertiary level.

Animals Are Saved

Some animals are bred and killed for the sole purpose of
being used in animal dissections. If a humane alternative is
used instead, these animals can be rehomed, or they may
never have been bred for this purpose in the first place!
Animals are sentient and should be treated with love and
respect, they should not be treated as if they are mere lab
tools.

Cruel Test on Rabbits
Conducted in NZ

What Are We Doing?

We are currently working on developing new educational
resources for students, parents and teachers so that we can
make the shift to humane education as easy as possible.
We are also in the process of surveying all schools in NZ
about their use of animals for teaching; this information
currently doesn't exist, so it's vital that we fill this gap so
that we can properly defend animals used in science. Our
Humane Education Intern Brooke Mooney is the main force
behind this survey - we are lucky to have her in our team!

Dissecting animals may also teach students that the right,
and perhaps only way to study biology is to kill animals and
take them apart, which we know isn't true. It's important
that children learn to have compassion for animals and to
recognise each animal's inherent worth.

Learning Outcomes Are Achieved

New Campaign

Students often perform just as well, if not better, when using
non-animal alternatives. These alternatives can be repeated
to consolidate learning, and they remove the emotional
trauma that animal dissections can cause some students.

Humane Education

Learning can be impacted by a negative emotional state,
students that are uncomfortable when participating in an
animal-based teaching exercise, may not learn or retain
information as well.

Our mission is to end animal experimentation and the
harmful use of animals for research, testing and teaching in
Aotearoa.
It is, therefore, our job to educate Kiwis about humane
education and actively encourage a shift towards a future
where all schools and tertiary institutes in NZ are Humane
Educators - committed to no longer using animals in harmful
ways to teach students!

The Problem:

Animals are still being used in harmful ways by some Kiwi
schools and tertiary institutes. These animals are being used
in outdated teaching exercises, such as animal dissections.
But it doesn’t have to be this way – humane education is not
only possible but better for everyone!

What Is Humane Education?

Humane education has been broadly defined as the use
of education to nurture compassion and respect for living
things. In the context of animals used for teaching purposes
in New Zealand, humane education is when students are
taught with methods that don't involve the harmful use of
animals.

We define the harmful use of animals in education as any
teaching method where animals are forced to undergo
something that is likely to cause them pain, injury, distress
or death and that is not meant to benefit that specific animal
involved. Common examples include:
- Animal Dissections
- Behavioural Experiments
- Chemical Manipulation Demonstrations
- Surgical, Clinical or Technician Practice
All of these examples are currently being performed in NZ.

How Many Animals Are Used?

In 2016, it was reported by the NZ Government that 30,396
animals were used for teaching. Many of these animals
would have been used in harmful teaching exercises. It
doesn't have to be this way - animals don't have to be hurt in
order for students to learn!

What Is Happening Globally?

Globally, action is being taken to fully replace the use of
animals in dissections and other harmful teaching methods.
It is being recognized at an international level, that humane
education is the best way forward not just for the animals,
but for the students and institutes too.
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This campaign will be predominately focused on educating
key stakeholders and encouraging positive change for
animals, people and science.
Keep an eye on our website for exciting updates - nzavs.org.
nz/humane-education

The Impact on Student Wellbeing Is
Minimised

No student is going to be negatively emotionally impacted
by using a humane teaching method. However, the same
cannot be said for teaching exercises that harm animals. For
the students who don’t disconnect with what is happening,
they could be left with psychological trauma. Stressful
situations like this may also put students off wanting to
pursue a career in science.

Existing Guidelines Are Being Followed

The principle of replacement is promoted in NZ law. This
principle states that institutes and individuals should replace
the use of animals in teaching by substituting, where
appropriate, non-sentient or non-living alternatives or by
imparting the information in another way.
Many non-animal alternatives for dissection exist, and
students can meet their learning goals without using
animals, so it is our ethical responsibility to use non-animal
alternatives instead of animals.
When schools and tertiary institutes choose to use humane
education to teach their students, they fulfil already existing
guidelines such as the principle of replacement.
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More Good News:

will be contacted by someone from NZAVS or HUHA when
animals are in need of homes in their area.

Massey University will also be releasing a group of 54 mice to
HUHA and NZAVS at the end of the year. If all goes well, no
more mice with be bred for the teaching exercise they have
been used in up until now.

Obviously animals will only be adopted into loving, suitable
homes - HUHA has a lot of experience in this area so they will
make sure our new furry friends find the perfect homes!

The staff at Massey are working on replacing the use of the
mice completely which is the best possible outcome – we’ll
be sure to keep everyone updated if this ends up happening!

Can You Provide a Forever Home for ExLab Animals?

Update!
Cruel Test on Rabbits

We are continuously looking for people to add to our Ex-Research, Testing and Teaching Animal Waitlist. These people

To be added to this waitlist, send the below details to nzavs@
nzavs.org.nz:
- Your name
- Your location
- How many animals you'd like to rehome and what species
- A contact number
To clarify, we (NZAVS and HUHA) don't currently have any
ex-research, testing or teaching animals needing homes, but
we want to be prepared for when we get the opportunity to
rehome animals from facilities around NZ.

LET THEM LIVE...

Out
of the Labs
Conducted
in NZ
More ex-university animals are released thanks to our Out of
the Labs campaign!
The first group of animals since the NZAVS and HUHA Out
of the Labs campaign win, were offered up for adoption last
October by Massey University.
In August 2019, Massey University contacted NZAVS and
HUHA once again to get help with rehoming another group
of animals. This time they had a group of 23 young rats who
were bred for the purpose of research, testing and teaching
but were never used. HUHA took the rats back to their headquarters in Wellington where they could start their rehoming
process.

Above: Several of the rats who were released from Massey University because of our Out of the Labs campaign.

Animals like this can be euthanised by institutes who no longer want (or "need") them — there are no rules or regulations
stopping this from happening.
It's promising to see that Massey University is coming forward
and giving animals like this a second chance at life. Massey
University still uses many animals each year for research, testing and teaching purposes, but unlike any other university,
they have directly contacted NZAVS and HUHA to make sure
these animals find the best possible homes.
Thanks to the NZAVS and HUHA Out of the Labs campaign,
these beautiful animals are getting a second chance at life.
All the people who supported the Out of the Labs campaign
helped make this happen — thank you all so much!

Above: Several of the ex-university rats, in their temporary houses at HUHA HQ.
Page 12
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instead of human dummies since 1956.
1993: Bette Overell published her book Animal Research
Takes Lives - Humans and Animals Both Suffer to refute the
false claims made by the Ministry of Agriculture in its booklet
Animal Research Saves Lives.
2013: The NZAVS petition calling for the NZ Government to
ban animal tests for psychoactive substances was submitted.
The petition, supported by SAFE and RNZSPCA, gained
67,000 signatures.

mentioning the possibility of testing party pills on animals.
We made sure this didn’t happen!
2019: Big Victory! All schools in New Zealand were sent a
copy of our children’s book The Six-Foot Rats.
2019: We launched a campaign with SAFE to ban the Forced
Swim Test in NZ, and we submitted our petition to Parliament
which had over 25,000 signatures on it.

2014: Big victory! Thanks to a fierce, nationwide campaign,
the government passed a law to ban animal tests for
psychoactive drugs. Lush Cosmetics awarded NZAVS a major
prize for our success in bringing about the ban.

Cruel Test on Rabbits
NZAVS Victories!
Conducted
in NZ

2015: Big victory! We submitted the petition, calling for the
NZ Government to ban cosmetics testing on animals, with
the Humane Society International, HUHA and SAFE. The
petition gained over 92,000 signatures. Then in April, a ban
on testing cosmetics on animals in NZ passed!

Photo credit: Diego Casanova

2015: Big Victory! In May 2015, we launched a campaign to
remove the requirement for the Draize test from NZ law. Later
that year, it was announced that the requirement would be
removed!

Over the years we've had a lot of victories, both big and small.
It’s important to reflect back on our successes and just how
far we have come!

Together We Have Achieved the
Following:

2017: Big Victory! We successfully convinced RANZCOG to
end their plans to use live sheep in invasive training methods
at their conference.

Some of the most well-known successful campaigns that we
have been a part of are:

1984: We presented our first-ever petition to Parliament.
This petition supported by doctors and scientists from
around the world called for the abolition of the LD50 Test.

2017: We launched our first-ever children’s book The Six-Foot
Rats!

- The campaign that prevented legal highs from being tested
on animals in NZ.

2017: We submitted our Out of the Labs petition to
Parliament which had over 15,000 signatures on it.

- The campaign that successfully banned the testing of
cosmetics on animals in NZ.

2019: We helped rehome animals used in research, testing
and teaching!
NOW: We have multiple active campaigns and thousands
of supporters, and we have a fiercely passionate team.
We are lucky to be able to stand on the shoulders of
our predecessors and continue paving the way to a
compassionate future where animals, people and science
flourish.
We are more motivated than ever to end animal
experimentation alongside our dedicated supporters.
Thank you for being the driving force behind achieving
positive changes for animals used in science.

We are a small team made stronger by our thousands of
supporters and many dedicated volunteers. Together we are
ending animal experimentation and defending animals so
wrongly used in the name of science.

1985: We distributed computer software for simulation
of certain animal tests to all NZ medical schools and
universities.

Photo credit: Marlene Curyer.
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1987: Our second petition calling for the abolition of
vivisection received over 100,000 signatures. This was
before social media, making it a huge achievement!

2018: Big Victory! After talks with NZAVS and HUHA, the
Ministry for Primary Industries announced their support
for the rehoming of former research, testing and teaching
animals in New Zealand.

1992: We launched a national campaign against General
Motors, Michigan, who had done crash tests using live pigs

2019: A government report sparked controversy by
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New Web Shop

August 2019: We proudly attended the Official Animal Rights
March in Auckland to show our support for a better world for
animals. The event had a fantastic turn out with hundreds of
animal lovers showing up to represent a variety of animal-related causes.

Items for sale include:

Animal Rights March

New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (Inc.)

Our new online shop is now up and running! 100% of the profit made from each sale goes towards ending animal experimentation and the harmful use of animals in science in Aotearoa. Visit our online shop here: nzavs.bigcartel.com/

T-SHIRTS

Our Executive Director was one of the guest speakers at the
event, and she gave a speech on animal experimentation and
why it so urgently needs to end.
Animals are one of the main reasons behind why we so
passionately fight to end animal experimentation and the
harmful use of animals in science, so it was important that we
took part in and supported this momentous event!

Cruel Test on Rabbits
Conducted in NZ

Guest Lecture at Massey University

We Left Students with the Following Take-Home
Messages:
- If you feel uncomfortable – listen to your gut. Don’t let time
silence you.
- Use your voice and position to have a positive impact for
animals.
- Don’t do research for the sake of doing research and just
getting a publication by your name (yes, this happens!)
- If you ever want help, if you are facing something that
makes you uncomfortable, that you know in your heart is
wrong (ethically or scientifically) and you want help finding
an alternative method then don’t ever hesitate to get in
touch.

STICKERS

Our Executive Director ended the lecture with this statement:
"You are all the future of the veterinarian industry, the
industry that literally saves the lives of animals. Whether these are companion animals, animals used in zoos,
farms, labs, rodeos or one of the many other industries that
involve animal use, you will all be helping set the precedent
for what society deems acceptable. With your position, you
hold a lot of power and public trust, I really hope that going
out into the world, you use this power wisely."

September 2019: As part of Massey Universities Animal
Welfare and Behaviour Special Topic Week, our Executive
Director, Tara Jackson, was invited to give a guest lecture to
final-year vet students on the use of animals in science from
an animal rights perspective.
This was a fantastic opportunity for us to promote our firm
stance on the use of animals in science and share a different
perspective than the students were used to.

Outreach

AND MORE!

We’ve had a NZAVS stall at multiple public events including
Vegan Vibes in Tauranga and the Vegan Expo in Whangarei.
By attending events like this, we are able to spread our anti-animal testing message further and increase knowledge on
this topic in communities around Aotearoa.
The more people learn, the more they are inspired to join the
fight to end animal experimentation!
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News from Around the World!

Cruel Test on Rabbits
Conducted in NZ
German Lab Exposed and Shut Down

New Zealand even reporting on the story.

Undercover video footage has revealed the heart-breaking
treatment of animals at Laboratory of Pharmacology and
Toxicology (LPT) in Germany.

Approximately a month later, according to Cruelty Free International, LPT Mienenbüttel had reached an agreement with
the authorities to shut down the laboratory in February 2020!

Graphic undercover footage of dogs left bleeding and dying,
and monkeys routinely abused, has lifted the lid of secrecy
on regulatory safety testing and revealed the truth behind
animal testing and experimentation.
The undercover video footage can be found here: bit.ly/2prl4Wr
WARNING: The footage is graphic and distressing to watch,
but please watch it if you can and encourage friends and
family to do the same. This footage was obtained by Cruelty
Free International and SOKO Tierschutz.
The public response to the news was huge with media in
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The Global Shift Towards

HUMANE EDUCATION
No US or Canadian
paediatrics residency
programmes are known to
use live animals anymore

No US or Canadian
medical schools are
known to use live
animals anymore

Netherlands,
Switzerland, Argentina,
Slovak Republic & Israel
no longer conduct
dissection excercises

This is amazing news for animals, and one of the reasons it
happened is because of how the public has responded - with
absolute outrage. This highlights the importance of exposing
cruel animal experiments and how important your involvement in the campaign to end animal testing truly is!
Now animal testing needs to be stopped at LPT's two other
sites, Neugraben-Hamburg and Löhndorf in Schleswig-Holstein.
Support the call for ALL remaining LPT sites to close and help
Cruelty Free International reach one million voices at www.
crueltyfreeinternational.org/

Positive News from the U.S
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has announced plans to end toxicity testing requirements on
mammals by 2035!

India has banned animal
dissection in some
university courses

They will also allocate $4.2 million into grants for research
into new test methods.
This huge change comes after years of work by The Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine, PETA, and the
Humane Society of the United States.
Read more here: www.pcrm.org/news/news-releases/epa-announces-plan-end-required-animal-tests-chemical-safety-testing
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Brazil has partially banned
using animals for
educational purposes
Reference list can be found here: bit.ly/37Ue3PK
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Cruel Test on Rabbits
Conducted in NZ
Why Animal Experimentation
is Still Happening
Given that the argument against the use of animals in experiments is so strong, why is animal experimentation still
happening?
The short answer is that if the best, most scientifically sound
research and testing methods were used, then it wouldn’t be.
The longer answer is that many factors are contributing to
the ongoing use of animals in experiments.

These Factors Include:
Outdated laws and regulations that require the ongoing
use of animals. Things haven’t changed much since postWorld War Two, at which time there was an ethical debate
around using humans for experiments and the Nuremberg
Code was developed. This is essentially an internationally recognised recommendation for animal tests to be done before
human trials.
Available funding. Funding is a lot easier to obtain for
researchers who do animal-based experiments. This is a big
problem for researchers who want to do non-animal research
but can’t get the funding to do so.

Money, money, money. The animal experimentation industry is a global multibillion-dollar industry, and there are many
stakeholders that benefit. From suppliers of animals (those
who breed animals to be used in animal-based research) and
suppliers of equipment used in animal-based research to the
media, universities and funders, many people are making a
lot of money from this industry.
Misinformed views held by some people in academia. Many
people still blindly believe the misconception that animal
experimentation is a necessary evil that saves human lives.
This belief is often passed down from teacher to student, year
after year.
The ease of conducting research on animals versus
humans. It is easier to publish animal-based papers than
human-based as generally they take less time, often cost less
and ethics approval is easier to get. Publishing papers can be
a source of income for researchers and is also important for
them as it enhances their academic prestige by increasing the
number of publications that they have produced.
Risk-averse policy and decision-makers who don’t want to
make the many needed changes to bring laws and regulations up to speed with current scientific evidence. Think
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about it, would you rather continue using the standard
practices that many other countries in the world use and
have used for many years, or would you rather say yes to a
new test that has no track record? If something went wrong,
which let’s be honest, it always could (and does go wrong
under the current system), they could be liable. Pharmaceutical companies will also be risk-averse for this reason, as if
something goes wrong, they can claim that they followed
“best practice.”
The lack of transparency this industry has. If animal labs
weren’t hidden from the public, then there would be huge
public outrage. If we all got to see what animals are forced to
go through, we, as a society, wouldn’t permit it, and animal-based researchers would lose their social licence. This is
why campaigns focusing on public awareness are important!
Developing non-animal-based methods isn’t a priority.
Some animal tests are used simply because ‘there is nothing
else to use instead’. When situations like this arise, the focus
should shift to developing a scientifically valid method rather
than continuing to use a method that doesn’t work. Many researchers acknowledge that animals are not the best models
for human researchers but say there are not enough resources put into the development of non-animal methods.

Dr Ray Greek has suggested that universities could quite possibly be one of the biggest reasons why animal experiments
continue. He states that if you look into how many studies go
into developing a drug or treatment, you see how inefficient
animal models are - that kind of inefficiency wouldn’t be
tolerated in any other industry. However, the animal experimentation industry is getting away with it because people
are unaware of this, they don’t generally know how drugs
are developed, and they don’t understand what’s going on in
labs. Instead, they just take the word of the people who are
making all the money from the experiments as the truth.
“The animal-based research engine is fuelled by the same forces
of human nature that have harmed people since the dawn of
time: ignorance, greed, ego, self-preservation and fear. Add to
that inertia and blind obedience to the system, and you have
the perfect formula for keeping this multi-billion-dollar industry
thriving,” Dr Ray Greek.
Taking the above into account, we couldn’t agree more
with Grace Hopper when she said that “the most
dangerous phrase in the English language is:
We've always done it this way."
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Help End Animal Testing!
NZAVS is a movement. A movement defending animals used
in science. A force not to be reckoned with.
You are NZAVS. You have the power to make significant
changes for animals stuck and tor-tured in NZ laboratories,
day in, day out.
You are the voice for each and every dog, cat, rabbit, rat,
mouse, guinea pig, sheep, pig or cow enduring restraints,
injections, human-induced illnesses, diseases and death; their
free-dom taken away from them, their lives sacrificed for
profits and an unwillingness to change.
“The animal-based research engine is fueled by the same forces
of human nature that have harmed people since the dawn of
time: ignorance, greed, ego, self-preservation and fear. Add to
that inertia and blind obedience to the system, and you have the
perfect formula for keep-ing this multi-billion-dollar industry
thriving.” - Dr Ray Greek MD

3. Leave a Gift to NZAVS in Your Will

Leaving a gift in your will for a cause you care about is all
about letting your values live on long after you've gone. Your
unique fired-up energy in transcendence.
It gives you peace of mind that the injustices you are fighting
in your lifetime, will continue to be fought. Your commitment
to defend animals carries on in perpetuity: An undying commitment to end animal experimentation.
By leaving us a gift in your will you will be joining our
exclusive legacy circle the Animals in Science Custodians.
To leave a bequest, we recommend talking to a solicitor or
a trustee company about making a will or changing your
current will. Information you will need:

Cruel Test on Rabbits
Conducted in NZ
We need you in our corner for the success of future
campaigns for animals. We need you to speak up for animals,
sign petitions, share social media posts, send emails, write to
the editor, and educate your friends and family!

Be Part of the Movement.
Get Active for Animals:
As a not-for-profit, we rely 100% on the generosity of the
public. The end of animal experimentation is in the hands of
caring New Zealanders like you.
No gift is too small. All contributions help to advance science
and save animals from needless suffering in research, testing
and teaching in New Zealand.

Visit our website to make a donation, or send your cheque,
along with your details, to NZAVS, Freepost 243173, PO Box
9387, Tower Junction, Christchurch 8249.

Please contact us to receive our legacy leaflet, or, for a
confidential chat please email legacies@nzavs.org.nz, and we
will be in touch with you shortly. When you decide to leave
a gift to ending animal testing, we would love to hear from
you to be able to thank you and ensure you are part of the
Animals in Science Custodians.

4. Sign up as a Volunteer

1. Donate

While you are at it, why not encourage family and friends to
do the same. Together we can end animal experimentation.

Legal Name: The New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (Inc).
Also known as NZAVS.
Incorporated Society number: 218629

Volunteers are the backbone of NZAVS! They are the reason
why we can make any positive change for animals, and they
give us the strength and power that we need to eventually
end vivisection in NZ. Whether you can volunteer a little or a
lot, we would love to hear from you! Contact Laura at laura@
nzavs.org.nz to register your interest.

5. Get Active on Social Media

Ending animal experimentation starts with educating the
public and debunking the myth that animal experimentation
is a necessary evil.
Please share our messages on Facebook far and wide!

The Animal Defenders Squad
Continuous Action for Animals
If you are an avid animal activist and want to have the biggest impact possible for animals used in science, this is it. You
can relax knowing you are fighting the good fight for animals
24/7.
Just set up a regular donation online, and you will be a
powerful force helping to end animal testing as an ‘Animal
Defenders Squad’ member.

Regular Donations Have Multiple Benefits
for You, and the Outcomes We Both Strive
For.

In short, if you, like us, want to see an end to animal testing
sooner rather than later, join the Squad, and together, we are
a force to be reckoned with.
Please visit our website to set up a regular donation by credit
or debit card www.nzavs.org.nz/regular-donation. Or email
laura@nzavs.org.nz for more information.
If you prefer to set up an automatic payment, please make
your donation out to NZAVS, 03-1700-0642447-000 reference
ADS and your name if different from the account name.

By Joining the Squad You Will:
• Belong to a group of like-minded people fighting to end
animal testing
• Be wearing an NZAVS wristband
• Inspire others to be part of the Animal Defenders Squad too
• Recieve special updates
• Enable less administration cost so more money can go
directly to end animal testing

2. Join the Animal Defenders Squad

If you feel strongly about ending animal testing in New
Zealand, the next step up is to commit to regular donations
and join the Animal Defender Squad.

Animal Defender Squad members are vital for campaign budget planning to be more powerful and impactful for animals.

Being an Animal Defender Squad member means you are
surrounded by passionate, like-minded people who want
to see an end to animal testing. You can feel good about
making a huge difference for animals, people and science
24/7. Together we can create a better future for animals in
labs as well as people waiting for effective treatments.

You will also receive a copy of our magazine, Mobilise! as it is
published and exclusive Animal Defenders Squad updates on
how your donation is making a difference for animals.

Visit our website to join: nzavs.org.nz/monthly-donation.
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